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Introduction 
 

The Attack on America's Christian Legal Heritage 
 

Introduction 
 
     My Name is Roussan Joshua Collins, and I am a former math instructor turned full-

time activist and street preacher for the LORD JESUS CHRIST.  I would first like to 

thank the LORD JESUS CHRIST for carrying me this far with HIM, and for enabling me 

to write this book in hopes that it will be a blessing to many in our world.  For many 

years I have been traveling the West Coast with not much more than a backpack, and 

have been preaching for the LORD JESUS CHRIST.  When I came to Las Vegas I began 

working as an activist for the poor and homeless in Las Vegas.  After over thirty 

arrests in the city of Las Vegas for preaching and peacefully protesting on behalf of 

the poor and homeless I have gained much legal knowledge that I continually try and 

share in hopes that it may be used to further the cause of CHRIST JESUS in America 

and all nations.  My friend Marisol helped me put this book together and I would like 

to thank her for her support and assistance. If you have questions or would like to 

help in prayer, volunteering or in any other way in this ministry feel free to contact me 

via email at servingjesus99212@yahoo.com or by phone at (702)522-7119.  May 

GOD bless you as you serve CHRIST JESUS, who alone should be our lawgiver, judge 

and king, and I hope to hear from you soon!    

 

Sincerely in CHRIST JESUS, 

 

Roussan Joshua Collins 

Servingjesus99212@yahoo.com 

(702)522-7119 
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ENDOWED BY OUR CREATOR 
 

Chapter 1  
 
     When studying various legal documents such as the declaration of independence, it 

has been my joy to discover that GOD, Biblical law and GOD's truths have been 

consistently woven throughout the laws and early founding documents of America, 

and in fact GOD's laws are the basic foundation of American laws and government.   

 

     Those who don't know or believe this truly are not fit to govern.  To begin to prove 

this I decided to start with a simple proof of the fact that the founders intended to 

include the Creator and HIS laws within the government, something many secular 

minded leaders deny.  To their shame, many secular government leaders prove their 

ignorance of American law and government on a daily basis, and don't even know 

some of the basic Biblical laws that were to govern this country from the beginning.   

 

     In Las Vegas, I have often times questioned and quizzed police on laws of the state 

of Nevada, and have found that many of the police simply do not know the law! Their 

ignorance proves they are not fit to govern, and in fact many of the secular minded 

police and government leaders who will not stand up for GOD and HIS laws in 

government belong in handcuffs just like any other criminal.  We will speak in more 

detail about this later on in this book, but will begin with proving the simple fact that 

the founders of this nation were not against GOD, as many secular minded individuals 

would have you believe, but were in fact quite bold in stating there is a GOD, and we 

all were created by HIM.      

  

      It states in the Declaration of independence, “We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness.”  Clearly those who wrote this document were not offended by the thought 

that all men were created, or by the thought that there is a Creator.  This sentence 

alone destroys any argument that the founders were wholly secular, or that they 

wanted GOD completely out of government, and the affairs of man.   

  

     Secondly, to drive this point home even more clearly, we can read the first sentence 

of the Declaration of Independence which states, “ When in the course of human 

events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have 

connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the 

separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's GOD entitle 
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them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare 

the causes which impel to the separation.”  

    

 

      The Laws of Nature and Nature's GOD are what many of our basic laws were 

founded on in this country, and the founders were bold in stating the need for such 

laws in government.  We will look in more detail on this fact in the chapter titled, 

“Presidential Quotations”. 

      

     Thirdly one may also recall the pledge of allegiance, which states that we are 

supposedly “One Nation under GOD.”  Many of the current day government leaders 

pledge allegiance to the flag, but have betrayed their pledge.  They have chosen to 

create "One nation under Gold" instead.  The love of money has corrupted many in 

politics, and when GOD and HIS truth become inconvenient, those in government 

leadership will quickly violate their pledge.  This wicked and criminal act can be 

described in one word, “TREASON.”  This we will discuss in more detail in the next 

chapter. 
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TREASON IN AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENT 

 

Chapter 2  
 
     Before beginning this chapter, I have included the definition of Treason from NRS 
196 for reference. 

 

CHAPTER 196 - CRIMES AGAINST THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THIS STATE 

NRS 196.010             Treason. 

NRS 196.020             “Levying war” defined. 

NRS 196.030             Misprision of treason.  

     NRS 196.010  Treason. 

 1.  Treason against the people of the State consists in: 

     (a) Levying war against the people of the State; 

     (b) Adhering to its enemies; or 

     (c) Giving them aid and comfort. 

2.  Treason is a category B felony and is punishable by imprisonment in the state 

prison for a minimum term of not less than 2 years and a maximum term of not more 

than 10 years. 

3.  A person must not be convicted for treason unless upon the testimony of two 

witnesses to the same overt act or by confession in open court. 

     [1911 C&P § 43; RL § 6308; NCL § 9992]—(NRS A 1967, 459; 1973, 1803; 1995, 
1170) 

     NRS 196.020  “Levying war” defined.  To constitute levying war against the State 

an actual act of war must be committed.  To conspire to levy war is not enough.  

When persons arise in insurrection with intent to prevent, in general, by force and 

intimidation, the execution of a statute of this state, or to force its repeal, they shall 

be guilty of levying war.  But an endeavor, although by numbers and force of arms, to 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-196.html#NRS196Sec010
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-196.html#NRS196Sec020
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-196.html#NRS196Sec030
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resist the execution of a law in a single instance, and for a private purpose, is not 

levying war. 

     [1911 C&P § 44; RL § 6309; NCL § 9993] 

      NRS 196.030 Misprision of treason.  A person who has knowledge of the 

commission of treason, who conceals the crime, and does not, as soon as may be, 

disclose the treason to the Governor or a justice of the Supreme Court or a judge of 

the district court, is guilty of misprision of treason which is a category C felony and 

shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     [1911 C&P § 45; RL § 6310; NCL § 9994]—(NRS A 1967, 460; 1979, 1417; 1995, 
1170) 

      

     Since much of my legal research has been done in the city of Las Vegas while I was 

continually being arrested for preaching and peaceful protests in that city, I will often 

times be using Nevada Revised Statutes and Las Vegas Municipal Codes to prove 

various legal arguments, as well as the U.S. Constitution and Declaration of 

Independence.   

 

     You may ask, what about other states or cities? Can I prove that local officials are 

guilty of Treason in my state or city?  The answer is a resounding YES! Since many of 

the state laws mirror one another from state to state, and many state documents 

mirror Federal laws and documents (i.e. Treason), you should have no problem 

proving a commission of Treason in your state if a city is immoral.  Many state 

constitutions also mirror the constitution of the U.S., therefore it is quite possible to 

prove through researching the various laws of your state that Treason has taken 

place. For instance, the definition of Treason in the state of California will likely be 

quite similar to the definition of Treason in Nevada.  The definition of “obscene 

material” in Nevada will also most likely be quite similar to the definition of “obscene 

material” in other states, though the laws number/Chapter may be different.   

 

For example, Treason in California is defined by the following:  
 

California Penal Code Section 37 

 

(a) Treason against this state consists only in levying war 

against it, adhering to its enemies, or giving them aid and 

comfort, 

and can be committed only by persons owing allegiance to the 

state. 

The punishment of treason shall be death or life 

imprisonment without 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-193.html#NRS193Sec130
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possibility of parole. The penalty shall be determined 

pursuant to 

Sections 190.3 and 190.4. 

   

 (b) Upon a trial for treason, the defendant cannot be 

convicted 

unless upon the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt 

act, or 

upon confession in open court; nor, except as provided in 

Sections 

190.3 and 190.4, can evidence be admitted of an overt act 

not 

expressly charged in the indictment or information; nor can 

the 

defendant be convicted unless one or more overt acts be 

expressly 

alleged therein. 

 

      This definition is quite similar to the definition of Treason in the state of Nevada. 

 

     In Las Vegas Nevada, the definition of Treason is found in chapter 196 of the 

Nevada revised statutes.  An act of Treason can be committed in three ways.  The 

three ways include:  

 
(a) Levying War against the people of the state; 
 
(b)Adhering to its enemies; or 
 
(c) Giving them aid and comfort 
    
     Specifically in this chapter we will first take a look at the definition of “Levying war 

against the people of that state”. The definition states, “When persons arise in 

insurrection with intent to prevent, in general, by force and intimidation, the 

execution of a statute of this state, or to force its repeal, they shall be guilty of levying 

war.”   

 

     One simple way to prove that the city of Las Vegas and its police department are 

often times levying war against the people of that state is by comparing its continual 

promotion of sin to its responsibility under the law to promote Good Morals and 

Public Decency.  Under Nevada Revised Statutes Chapter 201, the “Good Morals and 

Public decency” Chapter of the Nevada Revised Statutes, Morality is to be upheld by 

those governing cities within the state.   

 

     As many of you know, Las Vegas is known as Sin City, and promotion of morality, 

when it comes in the way of profit, is thrown out the window.  Many secular minded 
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individuals say you can't legislate morality, but simply taking a gaze at NRS Chapter 

201 will prove this theory false.  We will take a look at NRS 201 in the next chapter, 

and explain in more detail the various laws that are not being enforced which have to 

do with Good Morals and Public Decency.  
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LEGISLATED MORALITY 
 

Chapter 3 -   
 
     Under Nevada Revised Statutes 201, there are many laws dealing with morality that 

should be enforced, but are not in the city of Las Vegas.  One such law is the law 

against “obscene material.”   

 

     Sadly many have been fooled into believing that the first Amendment protects 

Obscene material, profanity, and other immoral behaviors, but if that were so, why 

have laws against Obscene material, profanity, and other immoral behaviors been 

created? That would be like creating one law that states it's OK to eat Spinach, and 

another condemning it!  Could it be that many in the secular world are lying to the 

public to forward their own wicked agenda? Of course this is the case, and those who 

forward this wicked agenda truly belong behind bars.   

 

      NRS 201.243 explains that obscene material is that which is, “without serious 

literary, artistic, political or scientific value” and that which is being, “commercially 

exploited by the defendant for its prurient appeal.” According to Merriam Webster 

Dictionary, Prurient is defined as “marked by or arousing an immoderate or 

unwholesome interest or desire especially marked by arousing or appealing to sexual 

desire.”  Such material is continually passed out on the Las Vegas strip and booths in 

downtown Las Vegas are set up to distribute this obscene material and the police do 

nothing about it.   

 

     Under NRS 201.245 obscene material is to be seized and destroyed, but sadly this 

material is continually distributed near youth and others who are easily influenced.  

This brings us to another crime the city of Las Vegas is guilty of, and has been for 

quite some time.  The crime is known as “contributing to the delinquency of minors", 

and we will discuss this in our next chapter. 
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CHILDREN BETRAYED 
 

Chapter 4  

 

CONTRIBUTORY DELINQUENCY AND NEGLECT OF CHILDREN 

NRS 201.090             “Neglected child,” “delinquent child” and “child in need of 

supervision”     defined. 

NRS 201.100             How offense may be termed. 

NRS 201.110             Definition; penalties; exception. 

 

     NRS 201.257  “Harmful to minors” defined.  “Harmful to minors” means that 

quality of any description or representation, whether constituting all or a part of the 

material considered, in whatever form, of nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement 

or sado-masochistic abuse which predominantly appeals to the prurient, shameful 

or morbid interest of minors, is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the 

adult community with respect to what is suitable material for minors, and is without 

serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value. 

  

     Under NRS 201.257, the term “harmful to minors” is defined (Please view the index 

at the end of this book for a detailed view of NRS 201 and related definitions). Under 

the law, material that appeals to the prurient, shameful or morbid interest of minors, 

that is patently offensive to prevailing standards  in the adult community with respect 

to what is suitable for minors, and is without serious literary, artistic, political or 

scientific value, is considered “harmful to minors.”   

 

     Prurient once again is defined as, “marked by or arousing an immoderate or 

unwholesome interest or desire especially marked by arousing or appealing to sexual 

desire.” In Las Vegas, such material is continually thrown into the faces of youth and 

others who visit here through billboards, advertising, and peddlers of prurient 

material on the Las Vegas strip. “Contributing to the delinquency of minors” is defined 

under NRS 201.110 as committing any act or omitting the performance of any duty 

which would tend to cause any minor to become a delinquent or neglected child.   

 

     Police in Las Vegas do nothing to stop the proliferation of this illegal obscene 

material, and sadly many children will suffer because of this, and because of their 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec090
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec100
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec110
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ongoing defense of the corrupt Casino industry which influences many to drink and 

gamble at very young ages.  Under NRS 201.110, one of the definitions of a neglected 

child, delinquent child, or child in need of supervision is one, “who is leading, or from 

any cause is in danger of leading and idle, dissolute, lewd or immoral life. (part 12) 

 

     Part 13 states one who “writes or uses vile, obscene, profane or indecent language, 

or is guilty of indecent, immoral or lascivious conduct” is a delinquent child. This being 

the case, ought not the government leaders be working diligently to make sure that 

every city is protecting children from those things that are harmful to minors, such as 

lewd reading materials and obscene language?  The answer is Yes, but many 

government leaders are leading immoral lives themselves, and will happily support 

those who are like them.   

 

     What hope is there for the youth if government leaders continue to contribute to 

the delinquency of minors by creating environments such as “Sin City.”  If one does 

close research regarding the moral laws established for the state of Nevada, it is quite 

clear that such a "Sin city" should never have existed.  If this nation was to be one 

nation under GOD according to the pledge of allegiance, why aren't government 

leaders in an uproar against what is happening in Las Vegas at this very moment!  

One nation truly under GOD would not tolerate sin! Contributing to the delinquency of 

minors is a crime, but the city of Las Vegas commits this crime on a daily basis, and 

the Billboards and advertisements that they create promoting gambling, strip clubs, 

bars and the like should be burned for the sake of youth and others who are 

negatively influenced by them.  I've been told many high-school students drop out of 

school and work on the strip, and the high-school drop-out rate in Las Vegas is 

extremely high.  The following article from the Las Vegas review journal explains this. 

 

 By Dave Berns 

Published Friday, June 10, 2011 | 2 p.m. 

Updated Saturday, June 11, 2011 | 2:47 p.m. 

 
Dwight Jones 

http://www.lasvegassun.com/staff/dave/
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 Sun coverage 

 More Sun education stories 

Sun archives 

 Report ranks Clark County among last in high school graduation rates (6-8-
2011) 

 Superintendent announces plan to boost student achievement (5-26-2011) 

 Graduation rate in state bad, but is it this bad? (6-17-2010) 

     

 Long road to graduation: Faces of adult education (6-14-2010) 

 Road to graduation runs through science test for Class of 2010 (5-27-2010) 

 Superintendent suggests ways to increase graduation rates (2-11-2009) 

 Graduate rates too low, dropout rates too high (1-2-2009) 

     When Dwight Jones was hired last November to be superintendent of the Clark 
County School District, he promised honesty and transparency to win over a 
distrustful and suspicious community. 

     Now, School District officials are acknowledging what critics have long suspected — 
that high school graduation figures have for years been inflated to paint a better 
picture than actually existed. 

     “We’ve known for a long time the community has been challenging some of the data 
that the district was coming out with,” said Pedro Martinez, Jones’ recently hired 
deputy superintendent of instruction. 

     “We need to have the trust of the community, the parents and all of the district’s 
employees,” he said. “The reality is when the data are not clear, then frankly people 
mistrust it. The new superintendent came in and said we’re going to find out the real 
numbers. Whatever the truth is that’s what we’re going to put out there.” 

     The issue became pointed this week when Education Week magazine reported that 
Clark County’s public school graduation rate was 44.3 percent in 2008, not the 68 
percent figure that had been reported under Jones’ predecessor, Walt Rulffes. That’s a 
difference of 24 percentage points. 

     The results reported by Education Week were drawn from a mix of numbers 
reported to state and federal education officials, and they highlight the challenges 
Jones and his executive team face in rebuilding communitywide trust, especially 

http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/education
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2011/jun/08/clark-county-dead-last-high-school-graduation-rate/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2011/may/26/superintendent-announces-plan-boost-student-achiev/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2010/jun/17/graduation-rate-state-bad-it-bad/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2010/jun/14/long-road-graduation/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2010/may/27/road-graduation-runs-through-science-test-class-20/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/feb/11/superintendent-suggests-ways-increase-graduation-r/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/jan/02/graduate-rates-too-low-dropout-rates-too-high/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2010/sep/29/colorados-dwight-jones-offered-job-clark-county-sc/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2011/jun/08/clark-county-dead-last-high-school-graduation-rate/
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among those who have claimed for years that the district has inflated graduation 
rates. 

     “Twenty-four percentage points. How did this happen?” Jones said as he spoke with 
visitors to his office. He is searching for answers. 

     Was it the doubling of the district’s student population to more than 300,000 
students over 10 years? Fallout from the economy? The influx of foreign-born 
students? A function of per-pupil spending levels? The disruption of student and 
educator routine sparked by the monthly opening of new schools during the boom? 
The promise of service sector jobs that do not require diplomas? Or some 
combination of things? 

     “The causes are probably far and wide,” Jones said. “I can’t Band-Aid it. I can’t mess 
around on the fringes. The community has to understand it is going to take time to do 
it. It’s a big ship to turn.” 

 

     Rulffes said that during his five-year tenure, which ended when he retired and the 
district hired Jones, district administrators were open and honest with the numbers 
and provided the state Education Department with graduation numbers required by 
the state formula. 

     “I don’t have any dispute with the fact that the graduation rate is low,” Rulffes said. 
“I think it’s shamefully low, and I said that 1,000 or 2,000 times during my reign. I do 
have some concerns about the connotation or suggestion that we were inflating 
graduation rates at the district level. That simply was not true. We were submitting the 
data specifically required by the state formula.” 

     The 44.3 percent graduation rate compared with a national average graduation 
rate of 71.7 percent, placing Nevada third on Education Week’s list of “Dropout 
Epicenters,” trailing public school systems in New York City and Los Angeles. 

     An aide to Jones contacted Education Week researchers, who wrote the report, to 
gauge the accuracy and origin of the numbers. “However they figured out the data, 
they figured it out the same way for the every other state,” Jones said. “So the next 
question becomes — what are we going to do about it?” 
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Justin M. Bowen 

Walt Rulffes 

     Rulffes placed the School District’s 2008 high school graduation rate at 68 percent. 
The Reno-based Washoe County School District put its figure at 65 percent that year. 
The two account for 85 percent of the state’s public school student population. 

     Clark County's accounting techniques sparked criticism from community groups, 
concerned district employees and others. Critics pointed to the conclusions of 
national studies by Johns Hopkins University, the Annie E. Casey Foundation and 
Education Week, each placing the School District’s graduation rate closer to 50 
percent. 

     Jones and Martinez have adopted a new formula to determine the district’s high 
school graduation rate, one that reflects a new nationwide standard adopted by the 
National Governors Association. The formula is expected to lower this past year’s 
previously reported rate from 68 percent to 51 percent; a number they say reflects 
reality. The goal is to establish true accountability for the failure of students, a 
troubling reality that finds just 1 in 10 ninth-graders eventually earning a bachelor’s 
degree, or about half the national average. The number is significantly lower for 
Hispanic and black students. 

 

     Education Week drew its conclusions from figures reported to the U.S. Education 
Department. The publication’s formula reflects the National Governors Association 
approach by measuring yearly promotions during the first three years of high school 
followed by graduation rates for the final year of public school. Students were counted 
as dropouts if they disappeared without an accurate accounting of their whereabouts.  

     The publication’s senior research editor, Sterling Loyd, noted that Nevadans should 
be “quite concerned” about the state’s dramatic decline, saying Nevada fits into a 
troubled group of states including Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, New Mexico 

http://www.lasvegassun.com/staff/justin-m-bowen/


16 

 

and South Carolina, a reality that will concern anyone about the economic future of 
children and the diversification of the state’s economy. Attractive out-of-state 
employers typically seek educated workers and good public schools for their children. 

     Boys fared much worse than girls in the Education Week numbers, with just 39.6 
percent of Nevada’s male high school students graduating in 2008, the most recent 
year for which figures were available for all states. Female students graduated at a rate 
of 50.1 percent. The national averages were 74.7 percent for girls and 67.7 percent 
for boys. The numbers steadily declined by ethnicity, with black students in Nevada 
having a 33 percent graduation rate and Hispanics at 29.6 percent. White students 
recorded a 55.8 percent graduation rate. 

     Florida’s high school graduation numbers recorded one of the nation’s largest 
improvements in the country; a 12.4 percent jump in the percentage of students 
graduating during the 10-year period measured by Education Week, and may have 
been the beneficiary of education reform efforts pushed by former Gov. Jeb Bush. 

     “It’s hard to identify one reason as the cause but they did see improvements under 
Jeb Bush,” Loyd said. He pointed to enhanced data tracking systems adopted by Florida 
and Tennessee, which experienced a 20 percent jump between 1998 and 2008. The 
goal of such systems: identify failing and academically challenged children when 
they’re young and closely monitor their progress as they move from elementary to 
middle to high school. 

     A key player in Jones’ agenda for district wide change and academic improvement, 
Martinez said it’s difficult to determine the effects that the region’s hyper-growth had 
on the performance of district students and employees from 1998 to 2008. 

     The district became a major land developer and personnel management company 
in addition to being an educator, and it’s clear, Martinez said, student performance 
suffered. Was there a cause and effect with the shifting emphases? Hard to say, 
Martinez replied. No matter, he reiterated the mantra: “We must own the numbers.” 

     There is one other number the Clark County School District will be forced to own: 
Education Week researchers project that 16,114 of the 29,368 students who began 
high school four years ago will not graduate this year. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Every Casino should be destroyed, as well as every strip club. Let us pray GOD 
accomplishes this mighty task for the sake of the next generation. 
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UNBORN CHILDREN 
BETRAYED 

 

 
Chapter 5 –   
 

    
2nd trimester abortion 
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2nd trimester abortion 
 

   
2nd Trimester abortion 

  
1st Trimester abortion 
 



19 

 

  
1st Trimester abortion 
 
Psalm 139:13 New American Standard Bible (©1995) 
"For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb" 
 
     Many in the pro-abortion community would have you believe that an unborn child 

is not a child at all, but rather a “Fetus” that can be disposed of with no legal or moral 

ramifications. I have chosen to include the photos above to help expose the 

wickedness of this type of thinking. If the photos aren't enough to convince you that 

an unborn child is still a child who deserves the protection of the law, know that the 

LORD JESUS CHRIST has also provided us with a legal answer to oppose those who 

would promote abortion.  

   

    Under NRS 200.210, the killing of an unborn quick child is actually equivalent to 

manslaughter. I have typed the actual statute below: 

 

     NRS 200.210 Killing of unborn quick child; penalty.  A person who willfully kills an 

unborn quick child, by any injury committed upon the mother of the child, commits 

manslaughter and shall be punished for a category B felony by imprisonment in the 

state prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not 

more than 10 years, and may be further punished by a fine of not more than $10,000. 

 
    If killing an unborn quick (living) child is manslaughter, shouldn't every abortion 

http://nasb.scripturetext.com/psalms/139.htm
http://www.lockman.org/
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clinic be shut down?  Should not every doctor that performs premeditated abortions 

be seen as one who commits premeditated murder? The answer is of course YES, and 

the attack on the unborn must end.  I encourage you to share these photos and this 

information with others considering abortion in hopes that they will see the truth, 

and choose life, not death for the unborn children who can't defend themselves.    
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CRUEL AND UNSUAL 
PUNISHMENTS 

 

Chapter 6 –   
 
      The Eighth Amendment (Amendment VIII) to the United States Constitution is 

the part of the United States Bill of Rights prohibiting the federal government from 

imposing excessive bail, excessive fines or cruel and unusual punishments. The U.S. 

Supreme Court has ruled that this amendment's Cruel and Unusual Punishment 

Clause applies to the states. The phrases employed originated in the English Bill of 

Rights of 1689. 

 

     Unfortunately, many judges and officials have betrayed the American people, and 

issued out cruel and unusual punishments on the homeless and others who can't 

afford to defend themselves with an expensive attorney.  I personally have spent two 

months in jail for sleeping outside, and have spent much time in jail for preaching on 

sidewalks as well. In Las Vegas, in order to coerce you to plead guilty, you must remain 

three weeks or more in jail if you choose to fight your case. Whenever I would choose 

to fight my case in order to defend the rights of the homeless or my right to preach on 

sidewalks or elsewhere this would occur.   

     This is just one of many examples of cruel and unusual punishment others and I 

have faced in Las Vegas. Fortunately, GOD can still use us to defend our rights as a 

poor person if we are obedient and willing to stand up for our rights and the rights of 

the poor before police and judges through the power of the Holy Spirit that dwells in 

every believer.  The following Bible verses have encouraged me through my times of 

trial.  

Mark 13:11 New American Standard Bible (©1995) 
"When they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you 
are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but 
it is the Holy Spirit. 

Mark 13:11 King James Bible (Cambridge Ed.) 
But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye 
shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, 
that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Bill_of_Rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_government_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Excessive_Bail_Clause
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cruel_and_unusual_punishment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incorporation_of_the_Bill_of_Rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_of_Rights_1689
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_of_Rights_1689
http://nasb.scripturetext.com/mark/13.htm
http://www.lockman.org/
http://kingjbible.com/mark/13.htm
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Luke 21:15King James 2000 Bible (©2003) 
For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able 
to contradict nor resist. 

Luke 21:15 American King James Version 
For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able 
to gainsay nor resist. 

     In the next chapter, the trial that I won against the city of Las Vegas is described.  In 
this trial, after my 24th arrest, the LORD allowed me the opportunity to defend the 
poor and homeless successfully, and I was able to expose to many the Treason that 
many police, judges and public officials are guilty of.   

 
     The opening statement of my trial ended up in the front page of the "Forgotten 
Voice" Newspaper for the homeless, and can be viewed by going to the website for 
Forgotten Voice and clicking on Archives.  From there go to the May 2009 edition of 
the Forgotten Voice, and you will find the article discussing my trial on the front page.  
The article is titled, "Showdown on Foremaster Street."   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://kj2000.scripturetext.com/luke/21.htm
http://kjv.us/luke/21.htm
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HOMELESS AMERICANS 
BETRAYED 

 
Chapter 7 – 
 

 
 
Proverbs 31:8-9 (NIV) - "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for 
the rights of all who are destitute.  Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of 
the poor and needy." 
 
     The Word of GOD tells us that we should not oppress the poor, but should defend 
their rights.  Even the Universal Declaration of Human rights written up by the U.N. 
declares in article 25 that housing is a right for all those in the human family, not a 
privilege. Though this is true, many homeless Americans (including veterans) are 
facing a heavy attack on their GOD given rights on a daily basis.   
     In the case of Pottinger versus the city of Miami, many of the rights of homeless 
Americans were enumerated and successfully defended (including the fundamental 
right to travel, and the right to have safe areas to sleep), but sadly many of these rights 
are ignored in Las Vegas and elsewhere in America.  
     Many in Las Vegas are homeless due to gambling and alcohol addictions which Las 
Vegas and it's Casino industry contributes to, yet city officials do little to stop 
contributing to the delinquency of those trapped by the Casino and alcohol industry.  
Many of the homeless are totally unable to free themselves from the horrible chains of 
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addiction, and the oppressive capitalistic system often keeps the poor down due to low 
wages and high rents and costs of living.  As rich Americans war against poor 
Americans, the nation divides and crumbles.   
 
     Below I have included an article on the trial that I won against the city of Las Vegas 
in March of 2009.  In this trial the LORD allowed me the opportunity to defend the 
poor and homeless successfully, and I was able to expose to many the Treason that 
many police, judges and public officials are guilty of.   
 

 
     The opening statement of my trial ended up in the front page of the "Forgotten 
Voice" Newspaper for the homeless, and can be viewed by going to the website for 
Forgotten Voice and clicking on Archives.  From there go to the May 2009 edition of 
the Forgotten Voice, and you will find the article discussing my trial on the front page.  
The article is titled, "Showdown on Foremaster Street."   
 

Showdown on Foremaster Street  

 
The Opening Statement at the Trial of Roussan Joshua Collins 
 
Homeless Preacher-Advocate Arrested & Jailed For 22-days while waiting For 
Trial For Issues Arriving From Sleeping On a Sidewalk on Foremaster Street. 
 
     Collins, one of our own, spends 22-days imprisoned in Las Vegas then defends 
himself in his court trial and wins his case. This is his opening statement he 
read at his trial. He was just released from jail after his court victory and called 
us with the great news. More details of his case will follow, including possible 
legal action pending against the City and Police. This transcript is unedited.  
 
By R. Joshua Collins 

 
"My name is Roussan Joshua Collins, and I am an ex math instructor turned homeless 
street preacher and activist for the homeless. I am also a Christian song writer and 
have been involved in photo journalism, and my hope is to see true justice prevail in 
the often corrupted courts of Las Vegas." 

"While ministering in Las Vegas I've seen that just as the Nazis persecuted the Jews, 
the homeless are often persecuted by the rich and powerful. Many are jailed for 
sleeping outside, and the criminalization of the poor must end." 
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     As the book of Job tells us in Job 24:4 "They push the needy off the road, and the 
poor of the land are forced to hide." 

     "I am here today in court because I chose not to hide, but to stand up for the poor of 
this city." 

     "I have studied State, City, Constitutional and Biblical law, and have found the City of 
Las Vegas guilty of Treason and great hypocrisy for shamelessly promoting sin and 
vice, while at the same time claiming innocence and virtue. Surely millions have been 
corrupted by the promoters of evil in this city, and I pray soon this city will be 
brought to its knees before the LORD JESUS CHRIST, who alone should be our 
Lawgiver, Judge, and King." 

     "After being held 22 days for no crime at all, I am prepared to defend myself 
through CHRIST JESUS, and know my persecutors owe me and many others a great 
apology for failing to be good Samaritans, for imposing excessive fines, and cruel and 
unusual punishments, and for failing to uphold good morals and public decency as 
prescribed by State, City and Biblical law (The Bible being the foundation of many of 
our laws in the USA)." 

     "Those who fail to see this are not fit to govern and expose their ignorance of the 
development of this nation, and my hope is to see the abuse of the poor ended soon." 

Sincerely in CHRIST JESUS, 

Roussan Joshua Collins 

[Transcript footnotes:] 

See also NRS 196, NRS 201, LVMC Chapter 10, and the US Constitution for more info. 

[Editors Note: We scheduled a future interview with R. Joshua Collins to cover the 
details of his trial and information regarding his case. We will bring those reports to 
you as soon as we have processed them. We also intend to cover the Showdown on 
Fremont Street and other developments of related events shortly. We are glad Josh has 
finally been released from jail. We prayed relentlessly for Josh and God answered our 
prayers. We congratulate him on his winning his case. We look forward to the next 
victory. The photo of the No Trespassing sign above is another wave of aggression by 
the city and county RTC. The sign is at a bus station at Tropicana near Boulder 
Highway.]  
 
     As you can see by the information in the "Showdown on Foremaster Street", it is 
clear that judges are often times unable to discern how to properly rule in cases 
regarding the poor and homeless, and will criminalize poverty to their shame.   
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     In Furman v. Georgia, 408 U.S. 238 (1972), Justice Brennan wrote, "There are, then, 
four principles by which we may determine whether a particular punishment is 'cruel 
and unusual'." 

 The "essential predicate" is "that a punishment must not by its severity be 
degrading to human dignity," especially torture. 

 "A severe punishment that is obviously inflicted in wholly arbitrary fashion." 

 "A severe punishment that is clearly and totally rejected throughout society." 

 "A severe punishment that is patently unnecessary." 

     Justice Brennan also wrote that he expected no state would pass a law obviously 
violating any one of these principles, so court decisions regarding the Eighth 
Amendment would involve a "cumulative" analysis of the implication of each of the 
four principles. In this way, the United States Supreme Court "set the standard that a 
punishment would be cruel and unusual [,if] it was too severe for the crime, [if] it was 
arbitrary, if it offended society's sense of justice, or if it was not more effective than a 
less severe penalty."[12] 

 

 
 
     Proverbs 31:8-9 commands us to, "Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all 
such as are appointed to destruction.  Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead 
the cause of the poor and needy." 
 
     Poverty in and of itself is no crime, and in fact the LORD JESUS CHRIST stated in 
Luke 6:20, "Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of GOD."  He also states 
"Woe!" unto the rich in verse 24 of Luke Chapter 6, and many other verses in the 
Bible teach us that we should store up our treasures in heaven, and not on earth.  
James Chapter 2 is also a wonderful chapter that explains how even in those days the 
rich were dragging the poor before the judgment seats and blaspheming the worth 
name of CHRIST JESUS by which Christians are called.   
 
James 2:5-9 of the King James Version Bible states,      

     " Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?  But ye 
have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the 
judgment seats? Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called? 
 If ye fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself, ye do well:  But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are 
convinced of the law as transgressors." 

 
     

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Furman_v._Georgia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Reports
http://supreme.justia.com/us/408/238/case.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_J._Brennan,_Jr.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution#cite_note-11
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 If only more judges would see things properly, our world would be a much better 
place. 
 
The following is information regarding the case of  " Pottinger versus the city of 
Miami." In this case various rights of the poor and homeless Americans were 
successfully defended, and the city of Miami was forced to create safe areas for the 
homeless to sleep without police harassment. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

CASE NO. 88-2406-CIV-ATKINS 

 

 

     

 MICHAEL POTTINGER, PETER CARTERAND 

BERRY YOUNG 

    

 Plaintiffs,     

 vs.     

 CITY OF MIAMI, 

     

    

Defendant 

 

    

 _______________________________/     

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

  The Plaintiffs, MICHAEL POTTINGER, et al., and the class of Plaintiffs they represent 

(hereinafter collectively referred to as "Plaintiffs"), and the Defendant, THE CITY OF 

MIAMI (hereinafter "CITY"), by and through their respective undersigned counsel, agree 

to the complete settlement of this litigation, subject to the approval of this Court, on the 

following terms and conditions: 

I. Introduction 

  1. This is a lawsuit by Plaintiffs against the CITY for violation of various civil liberties 

and constitutional rights pursuant to Title 42, U.S.C. section 1983 et seq. The lawsuit was 

filed in December, 1988. The district court certified this case as a class action lawsuit. 

Pottinger v. City of Miami, 720 F.Supp. 955 (S.D. Fla. 1989). On November 16. 1992, the 

district court entered its Findings of Fact and Conclusions and Order on Plaintiffs' 
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Request for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief. Pottinger v. City of Miami, 810 F.Supp. 

1551 (S.D. Fla. 1992). The district court ruled that the CITY, through a municipal policy, 

violated various constitutional rights of the Plaintiffs, involuntarily homeless residents of 

Miami. Accordingly, this court enjoined the CITY from arresting Plaintiffs for the 

involuntary, harmless acts they were forced to perform in public and seizing and 

destroying the Plaintiffs' property without following its owns procedures for handling 

found or seized property. Id. at  

  

1584. The district court also directed the establishment of two or more arrest-free zones 

where the CITY would be enjoined from arresting homeless individuals for engaging in 

such harmless, involuntary conduct. 

  2. The City appealed the district court's judgment. Following briefing and oral argument, 

the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals remanded the case to the district court to make 

further findings of fact and to clarify its judgment. Pottinger v. City of Miami, 40 F.3d 

1155 (11th Cir. 1994). On April 7, 1995, following an evidentiary hearing, the district 

court entered its Findings and Order on Limited Remand from the Eleventh Circuit Court 

of Appeals. The district court ultimately concluded that "though improvement in the 

overall situation is occurring via the [Dade County Homeless Assistance] Trust," "the 

salient facts of this case have not changed substantially ...." Thus, the district court 

determined that its original injunction should remain in effect with few modifications. 

  3. On February 7, 1996, following further briefing and oral argument, the Eleventh 

Circuit Court of Appeals entered its Interim Order referring this matter to its Chief Circuit 

Mediator for settlement discussions. Pottinger v. City of Miami, 76 F.3d 1154 (11th Cir. 

1996). Accordingly, the parties have engaged in extensive settlement negotiations and 

have agreed to resolve each and every remaining issue in this case as set forth herein. 

  4. As a result of this lawsuit, the CITY has participated in a countywide effort to provide 

services and assistance to homeless people. In keeping with these past and ongoing 

efforts, the CITY is committed to ensuring that the legal and constitutional rights of all 

homeless persons be fully respected by all city policies, rules, regulations, practices, 

officials and personnel. 

II. Dismissal/Release 

  5. The parties agree that this lawsuit, including the three pending appeals, Case Nos. 91-

5316, 92-5145, and 95-4555, will be dismissed with prejudice and without costs or 

attorneys fees (except such attorneys fees as are specifically provided for herein), subject 

to the terms of this Settlement Agreement and the District Court retaining jurisdiction to 

enforce this Settlement Agreement. Upon the District Court's approval of this Settlement 

Agreement, this Settlement Agreement shall operate as a general release of the CITY 

(including its agents, officers, and employees) for all claims of all class members betwee 

December 23, 1984, and the effective date of this Settlement Agreement for the types or 

kinds of injuries alleged in the Plaintiffs' Second Amended Complaint (docketed 

September 8, 1989) in this action. This release does not cover injuries suffered by class 
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members which were outside the scope of the Plaintiffs' Second Amended Complaint 

(docketed September 8, 1989). 

III. No Admission of Liability 

  The CITY does not admit liability by virtue of entering into this Settlement Agreement. 

IV. Law Enforcement Training 

  The City agrees to implement, various forms of training (as specified herein) for its law 

enforcement officers for the purpose of sensitizing them to the unique struggle and 

circumstances of homeless persons and to ensure that their legal rights shall be fully 

respected. This training shall include, either (A & C) or (B & C) below, but not both A & 

B: 

  A. Training and education provided at the School of Justice and Safety Administration at 

Miami Dade Community College - North Campus (hereinafter ACADEMY). The CITY 

shall attempt to secure approval by the governing Board of the ACADEMY for training 

that includes instruction by academics, service providers, or homeless persons and shall 

focus on the causes of homelessness and the circumstances, needs, and rights of homeless 

persons. 

  B. Post-Academy Training. If the CITY is unsuccessful in securing approval by the 

governing Board of the ACADEMY for training that includes instruction by academics, 

service providers, or homeless persons focusing on the causes of homelessness, 

circumstances, needs, and rights of homeless persons, said training shall be taught in Post- 

Academy Training. This three week post-Academy course presently taught by the Miami 

Police Department, and any modification or change in the course to be incorporated in the 

future, shall include education and training similar to that specified above with an 

emphasis on local issues concerning homelessness in Miami and the City of Miami Police 

Department's law enforcement protocol (as set forth below). 

  C. In-Service Training. This training, including the Survival Training Course, roll calls, 

NOBLE training, and other formal/informal training, shall contain segments that focus on 

local homeless issues, the City of Miami Police Department's law enforcement protocol, 

and current issues involving law enforcement, provision of services, and patterns of 

contact with homeless persons. 

V. Adoption of Departmental Order 

  7. The City of Miami Police Department shall adopt a Departmental Order (D.O.) 

regarding the treatment of the homeless within the CITY which reflects the CITY's 

commitment to respect the rights of homeless people and implements the protocol which 

law enforcement officers must follow when they encounter homeless persons. This 

departmental order is attached as Exhibit A, and it may be revised from time to time to 

reflect future technical (non-substantive) changes in police procedures. This departmental 

order shall be circulated to, and read by, all City of Miami police officers within 30 days 
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after this Settlement Agreement is approved by the district court. It shall also be read by 

all future City of Miami police officers in the course of their normal training. 

VI. Compliance/Enforcement 

  9. The CITY hereby expressly adopts a policy as provided for herein to protect the 

constitutional rights of homeless persons, to prevent arrests and harassment of these 

persons, and the destruction of their property, inconsistent with the provisions of this 

Settlement Agreement. Any activities by a CITY police officer or other employee that are 

contrary to this policy shall cease immediately. Any CITY police officer or other 

employee of the CITY who is determined to be acting contrary to this policy or the 

protocol set forth in this Settlement Agreement shall be disciplined in accordance with 

CITY and/or CITY Police Department procedures. This policy statement and the law 

enforcement protocol set forth below shall be made a part of the Departmental Order 

referenced above. Additionally, it shall be read by all other CITY employees with 

responsibilities regarding homeless people within 30 days of its issuance. 

VII. Law Enforcement Protocol 

  10. Definition of "Homeless Person". An individual is considered a "homeless person" if 

he or she "lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate night time residence and has a primary 

night-time residency that is:  

(a) a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary 

living accommodations; (b) an institution that provides a temporary residence for 

individuals intended to be institutionalized; or (c) a public or private place not designed 

for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings. The term 

'homeless person' does not include any person imprisoned or otherwise detained pursuant 

to an Act of Congress or a state law." 42 U.S.C. �11301, et seq. (1994). An officer is 

allowed to make reasonable inquiry to make this determination. 

  11. Definition of "Available Shelter". An "available shelter" means a shelter, with a bed 

at no cost to the homeless person, within the territorial boundaries of the CITY or within 

one mile thereof, that treats homeless persons with dignity and respect, imposes no 

religious requirements, and does not impose involuntary substance abuse or mental health 

treatment. 

  12 Definition of "Public Property". "Public Property" includes all property owned by 

any governmental entity (federal, state or local). "Public Property" shall not include 

property which has become subject to a leasehold interest, management agreement or 

other possessory interest of a nongovernmental lessee, licensee or manager, which is 

operated as a private business. A public park shall always be considered pubic property 

within the meaning of this Settlement Agreement. 

  12a. Definition of "Exempt Public Property." The following are "exempt public 

properties": (1) City of Miami, City Hall, 3200 Pan American Drive, (2) Miami Riverside 
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Center, 444 S.W. 2nd Avenue; (3) City of Miami Fire Stations; (4) City of Miami Police 

Stations; and (5) City of Miami NET (Neighborhood Enhancement Team) Offices. 

  13. Purpose. It is agreed that a specified protocol is necessary to guide Miami police 

officers in their interactions and contacts with homeless persons. The protocol is a 

prescribed response when the police observe specified conduct or activity. 

  14. Law Enforcement Protocol: The City hereby adopts a protocol to further protect the 

rights of homeless persons, by limiting the circumstances under which arrests can be 

made, including the handling of their personal property: 

  A. Homeless Person Observed Not Engaging in Any Criminal Conduct: 

  There can be no arrest or detention. A law enforcement officer, social worker, or CITY 

outreach worker may approach the homeless person and advise him or her of shelter, 

services, or assistance which are then currently available. When the contact with the 

homeless person has been initiated by a "citizen's complaint," the law enforcement officer 

may, whenever appropriate, call for the assistance of an outreach worker, who, if 

available, may begin the process of engaging the homeless person in a dialogue which is 

intended to advise the homeless person of shelter, services or assistance that is/are 

available. Required Records: (1) If such an approach and advice concerning shelter, 

services, or assistance occurs by a law enforcement officer, the law enforcement officer 

shall complete a Field Information Card. Records Filing: A copy of all required records 

shall be filed with the appropriate unit within the Miami Police Department. 

  B. Homeless Person Reasonably Believed to be Mentally Ill: Where a homeless person 

meets the criteria for involuntary examination under Florida Law (currently section 

394.463, F.S.), "Baker Act," a law enforcement officer may, in his or her discretion, take 

the homeless person to a receiving facility for involuntary examination. Required 

Records: If the homeless person is taken to a receiving facility  

 

for involuntary examination, a copy of the forms required by section 394.463 (hereinafter 

"Baker Act Forms"), shall be filed with the Mental Health Crisis Center at Jackson 

Memorial Hospital and an Incident Report shall be completed. Records Filing: A copy of 

all required records shall be filed with the appropriate unit within the Miami Police 

Department. 

  C. Homeless Person Observed Violating a "Life Sustaining Conduct" Misdemeanor: 

  1. "Life sustaining conduct" misdemeanors are those which a homeless individual 

commits by the mere fact that he or she is without shelter, and must conduct life 

sustaining activities, such as eating, sleeping, sitting, congregating, or walking in public. 

  2. If the homeless person described above is observed committing one of the below 

listed "life sustaining conduct" misdemeanors, the law enforcement officer may warn the 

homeless person to stop the unlawful conduct. If there is no "available shelter," no 



33 

 

warning shall be given. If there is an "available shelter," the law enforcement officer may 

advise the homeless person of its availability. If there is an "available shelter," and the 

shelter has been offered to the homeless person, and that person accepts this assistance, 

no arrest shall take place and arrangements shall be made to transport the homeless 

person to the shelter. Only if there is an "available shelter" and the homeless person 

refuses to accept the shelter, may the law enforcement officer arrest the homeless person 

for a "life sustaining conduct" misdemeanor. Required Records: (1) If a homeless person 

is transported to an "available shelter," the law enforcement officer shall complete a Field 

Information Card; (2) If an arrest is made, an Arrest Affidavit shall be completed. Records 

Filing: A copy of all required records shall be filed with the appropriate unit within the 

Miami Police Department. 

  3. The "life sustaining conduct" misdemeanors referenced above are as follows: 

  a. Being in park after hours. Current Provisions:, ��38-3 & 1- 13, City of Miami Code 

('CMC"); �162.22, F.S. (1994); 

  b. Public nudity where necessary to carry on the daily necessities of life, such as bathing 

or responding to a call of nature. Current Provisions: �800.03. F.S. (1994), �37-1, 38-

62, CMC. 

  c. Fires in parks. Current Provisions: �38-53 & 1-13, CMC; �162.22, F.S. (1994); 

  d. Obstructing passage on sidewalks. Obstructing a street, road, or highway shall not be 

construed to be a "life sustaining conduct" misdemeanor within the meaning of this 

protocol. Current Provisions: ��54-1 to 54-3, 37-3, CMC; �316.2045, F.S. (1994). 

  e. Vehicles, living or sleeping in. Current Provision: �37-4, 

  f. Loitering in Restrooms. Current Provision: �38-68, CMC; 

  g. Littering. Current Provisions: �403.314, Fla. Stat.; �22-6, 38-17, 38-63 CMC; and 

  h. Camping in parks. Current Provision: �38-71, CMC; 

  i. Use of facilities for other than intended purpose (e.g., sleeping on park bench). Current 

Provisions: �38-54, CMC; 

  j. Temporary structures in park. Current Provisions: �38-52, CMC; 

  k. Trespass on "public property" other than structure or conveyance. Current Provision:, 

�810.09(1), Fla. Stat. Trespass on private property or an "exempt public property" is not 

a "life sustaining conduct" misdemeanor within the meaning of this protocol, and such 

violation should always be treated either as specified under paragraph D or E below. A 

homeless persons' presence interior of an "exempt public property" is not a trespass 

within the meaning of this paragraph where the homeless person's activities are 
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reasonably related to the governmental business activities normally performed within 

these physical structures. 

  4. Nothing in this paragraph discussing "life sustaining conduct" misdemeanors shall 

prevent an immediate arrest under �800.04, F.S., entitled, "Lewd, lascivious, or indecent 

assault or act upon or in presence of child," if a law enforcement officer has probable 

cause to make such an arrest. 

  D. Homeless Person Observed Violating a Misdemeanor (which is not classified above 

as "Life Sustaining Conduct"): 

  1. The "non-life sustaining conduct" misdemeanors are those which a homeless 

individual commits, but are not associated with "life sustaining activities," such as eating, 

sleeping, sitting, congregating, or walking in public. 

  2. If the homeless person described above is observed violating a misdemeanor (which is 

not classified in this Protocol as "life sustaining conduct"), the law enforcement officer 

may warn the homeless person to stop the unlawful conduct, or, if the officer deems it 

appropriate, the officer may detain or arrest the homeless person. A law enforcement 

officer may, in his or her discretion, approach the homeless person and advise him or her 

of shelter, services or assistance which is then currently available. If the law enforcement 

officer deems it appropriate, he or she may also offer to call an outreach worker to the 

scene so that the homeless person can be transported to an "available shelter" that is 

appropriate for the homeless person's needs at that time. Records required: (1) If a 

homeless person is transported to an available shelter, the law enforcement officer shall 

complete a Field Information Card; (2) If an arrest is made, an Arrest Affidavit shall be 

completed; (3) If the law enforcement officer warns the homeless person to stop the 

unlawful conduct, but no arrest is made, then the law enforcement officer shall complete a 

Field Information Card; (4) If an approach and advice concerning shelter, services or 

assistance occurs by a law enforcement officer, or if an outreach worker is called, the law 

enforcement officer shall complete a Field Information Card. Records Filing: A copy of 

all required records shall be filed with the appropriate unit within the Miami Police 

Department. 

  E. Homeless Person Committing Felony Offense: 

  If a law enforcement officer has probable cause to believe that a homeless person is 

committing, or has committed, a felony, the law enforcement officer may detain or arrest 

the homeless person. Required Records: If an arrest is made, an Arrest Affidavit shall be 

completed. Records Filing: A copy of all required records shall be filed with the 

appropriate unit within the Miami Police Department. 

  F. Disposition of Personal Property Belonging to a Homeless Person who is arrested. 

  1. The CITY shall respect the personal property of all homeless people. The Miami 

Police Department (and all other Departments including but not limited to Parks and 

Recreation and Solid Waste) shall follow their own internal procedures for taking custody 
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of personal property. In no event shall any city official or worker destroy any personal 

property known to belong to a homeless person, or readily recognizable as property of a 

homeless person (i.e., bedding or clothing and other belongings organized or packaged 

together in a way indicating it has not been abandoned), except as permissible by law and 

in accordance with the department's operating procedure, or if the property is 

contaminated or otherwise poses a health hazard to CITY workers or to members of the 

public. Notwithstanding any language in this Settlement Agreement to the contrary, the 

CITY is not responsible for taking custody of mattresses. 

  2. The disposition of personal property shall never prevent a law enforcement officer 

from effectuating an arrest authorized under the previous sections of this protocol. 

However, the following safeguards shall be undertaken by the arresting officer or any 

other CITY agent or official to preserve the property of a homeless person, to the extent 

feasible: 

  a. The arresting officer shall always attempt to secure personal items such as 

identification, medicines and eyeglasses and other small items of importance identified by 

the arrestee, which are not large or bulky, in accordance with the police department's 

existing procedures; 

  b. The arresting officer shall ensure that large or bulky items (which are not 

contaminated or otherwise pose a health hazard to CITY officers or workers or to 

members of the public) are not abandoned at the point of arrest, but rather secured by an 

outreach worker and maintained in accordance with existing outreach procedures, or, if an 

outreach worker is unavailable, secured by the arresting officer until an outreach worker 

becomes available to assume its maintenance in accordance with existing outreach 

procedures. 

  VIII. Record Generation/Maintenance/Access 15. The CITY shall, within 30 days of the 

execution of this Settlement Agreement, adopt a procedure for monitoring and accounting 

for its police officers' encounters with the homeless persons. This procedure shall include 

the following: 

  (a). generating form records of all City of Miami police arrests and detentions of 

homeless persons, and either entering them into a computer database or creating a paper 

data base; 

  (b). generating similar form records of all City of Miami police encounters with 

homeless persons as described in the above protocol and either entering them into a 

computer database or creating a paper data base. This Settlement Agreement shall not 

create any obligation on the part of a homeless person to produce any information to a 

law enforcement officer that would not otherwise be required of any other person. 

  (c). The records and statistics such as the number of arrests, detentions, and encounters 

which result in a warning or a referral; the nature of the underlying conduct; the ordinance 

or statute which formed the basis of the arrest, detention, or warning; and the number of 

actual referrals to homeless programs, if generated by the CITY, shall be provided to the 
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members of the "Advisory Committee" (set forth below) as requested to monitor and 

ensure compliance with this Settlement Agreement." 

  (d). Within the limitations of the Florida Public Records Act, Chapter 119, Fla. Stat., 

access to other records, documents, and information relevant to this Settlement Agreement 

shall be readily available. 

  (e). The CITY shall preserve all existing arrest records relevant to class members 

making claims under the Compensatory Damages provisions of this Settlement Agreement 

for such period of time as is necessary to accomplish that goal.  

  IX. Advisory Committee To ensure the CITY's compliance with this Settlement 

Agreement, there shall be an Advisory Committee (hereinafter the "Committee"). The 

Committee shall consist of one person selected by the CITY, one person selected by the 

American Civil Liberties Union (hereinafter the "ACLU"), and a third person selected by 

the other two. The third person shall be someone with experience or expertise concerning 

homelessness in South Florida, but that individual shall not have been aligned with, or 

have testified on behalf of either party at any time during the pendency of this litigation. If 

any person selected refuses to serve, the selecting party or Advisory Committee members 

(whoever originally selected the member) shall have thirty (30) days to select another 

individual. If any member of the Committee resigns, the entity responsible for selecting 

the resigning member shall have ninety (90) days to select a replacement. 

  17. The members of the Committee shall serve as volunteers, without compensation, and 

strictly as a public service. They shall make every good faith effort to meet at the 

designated times and to carry out all responsibilities under this Settlement Agreement. 

The CITY shall provide reasonable copying and secretarial services (consistent with the 

functions of the advisory committee as set forth in this Settlement Agreement) and a 

meeting room. 

  18. The Committee shall remain in existence for a period of three (3) years following the 

date of the Court's approval of this Settlement Agreement, renewable for one three year 

period upon a majority vote of the Committee. 

  19. The responsibility of the Committee will be to monitor all police contacts with 

homeless persons, and other matters contemplated by this Settlement Agreement. These 

responsibilities shall be accomplished by interviewing homeless persons on the streets and 

in patrolling with police officers, accompanying CITY outreach workers in areas with 

high concentrations of homeless persons, observing the police training, reviewing the 

training curriculum, and reviewing information on file with the appropriate unit within the 

Miami Police Department, the City of Miami, regarding matters set forth in this 

Settlement Agreement. 

  20. The Advisory Committee shall also receive and investigate complaints by homeless 

persons who claim to have been aggrieved by the CITY's non-compliance with this 

Settlement Agreement and shall take appropriate responsive action, which may include, 
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advising the aggrieved person and appropriate City officials of the validity of the claim, 

and making recommendations to the parties to prevent additional, similar grievances, 

  21. The Advisory Committee shall meet quarterly or more frequently as necessary to 

conduct its business, at a mutually acceptable date and time to the members. Three 

members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum. All decisions or other action of the 

Committee shall require a majority vote of the members. The meetings of the Committee 

shall be open only to the CITY and the ACLU. The Committee's business shall be kept 

confidential by the Committee members, who shall not discuss the Committee's business 

with anyone (including any members of the Press) but themselves or with the CITY and 

the ACLU, or other persons providing assistance to the Committee. 

  Additionally, the Committee shall issue a report every six months setting forth its 

activities for that reporting period. Every third year the Committee shall issue a summary 

report on its activities for that period and the CITY's compliance with this Settlement 

Agreement, and report to the parties on the need for its continuing existence. 

  22. If the Committee deems it appropriate, the Committee may advise the CITY Police 

Department regarding the law enforcement protocol and police training set forth in this 

Settlement Agreement and may recommend to the parties any proposed changes. 

  22a. The Committee shall not have the authority to seek Court intervention into any 

matter concerned with this Settlement Agreement, and its recommendations shall not be 

binding upon the parties. 

X. Compensatory Damages 

  23. As compensatory damages the CITY agrees to: 

  a. Create a Compensation Fund, which will be used to compensate members of the class 

(as amended, altered and modified in this Settlement Agreement) who between December 

23, 1984, and the effective date of this Settlement Agreement, suffered the types or kinds 

of injuries alleged in the Plaintiffs' Complaint (as amended) in this action. Irrespective of 

the number of arrests or the number of times personal property may have been destroyed, 

a single individual member of the class may only participate in the compensation fund 

once, e.g., only one claim shall be allowed per person. The Compensation Fund shall be 

administered as follows: 

  (1). Appointment of Magistrate. A U.S. Magistrate shall be appointed by the Court to 

rule upon and determine objections to claims made pursuant to the procedure set forth 

herein. 

  (2). Distribution of "Proof of Claim Forms." Proof of Claim Forms may be obtained in 

person at the front reception desk of the CITY OF MIAMI Police Department, Central 

Station, 400 N.W. 2nd Avenue, Miami., Florida, and from all CITY NET (Neighborhood 

Enhancement Team) Offices, the City of Miami Office of Homeless Programs, and the 

ACLU's Miami Office. Proof of Claim Forms shall be available by mail or telephone, or 
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in person. They shall be made available in English, Spanish, and Creole. The Proof of 

Claim Forms shall be available as soon as practicable after the Settlement Agreement is 

approved, and shall be available during the entire 90 day period established by the 

Magistrate for the filing of claims. 

  (3). Contents of Proof of Claim Form. Class members who wish to file a claim 

("claimants") shall be required to file Proof of Claim Forms (attached) providing details 

about their claim. The Proof of Claim Form (with Instructions) is attached as Exhibit "B" 

(English version). It may be revised if necessary to reflect the payment form and 

mechanism [See paragraphs 23(a)(4) and 23(a)(6)]. 

  (4). Filing of Proof of Claim Forms. 

  (i). After selection of the Magistrate, the Magistrate will enter an order establishing the 

90 day period during which claims may be filed with the Clerk of the Court for the 

Southern District of Florida, or in some other manner designated by the U.S. District 

Court. The 90 day period shall not be set to begin running until Proof of Claims Forms 

are available for distribution as specified in paragraph 23(a)(2) above. To be considered, 

all claims must be filed on a Proof of Claim Form. Both parties shall have access to the 

Proof of Claim Forms on file and shall have the right to make copies at their own 

expense. At the close of the 90 day period, the Magistrate shall notify the parties of the 

number of claims filed during the 90 day period and make them available for 

photocopying at their own expense. The Court or the Clerk shall release the claims forms 

(and all supporting documentation) to a third party photocopying service, e.g., Black's 

Photocopy Service, for reproduction on behalf of either the ACLU or the CITY. 

  (ii). Prior to filing, upon presentation of a Proof of Claim Form to the public window of 

the Records Unit of the City of Miami Police Department, Central Station, including the 

name and date of birth of the claimant, the Records Unit shall provide certified copies of 

all arrests records (from December 23, 1984 through the effective date of the Settlement 

Agreement) on file with the City of Miami Police Department concerning the claimant to 

the claimant at no charge. These records shall also be made available at no charge through 

request by mail with an accompanying copy of the Proof of Claim Form. In addition, at 

the same time and place, and under the same conditions, the CITY shall make available to 

homeless persons for free the services of a notary public for the purpose of notarizing the 

signature of the claimant. 

  (iii). All claims against the Compensation Fund must be filed within the 90 day period 

established by the Magistrate, or be forever barred. 

  (iv). Each Proof of Claim Form filed shall be verified under penalty of perjury by the 

claimant (or, where applicable, the claimant's representative). 

  (5). Determination of Claims 

  (i). Objections: 



39 

 

  (a) The CITY may file an objection to any claim only as follows: 

  [1]. The claimant or the injured person is not who he or she claims to be. [2]. The claim 

was not timely filed; [3]. The claim was not signed, or verified; [4]. The claim was 

withdrawn by the claimant; [5]. The claimant has filed more than one (1) claim [see 

paragraph 23(a)]; [6]. The claimant's proof of membership in the class is insufficient; and 

[7]. The claimant's proof of injury at the hands of a CITY official or employee is 

insufficient; and [8]. The claimant's proof that he suffered an injury of the type and kind 

alleged in Plaintiffs' Second Amended Complaint (docketed September 8, 1989) in this 

action is insufficient. 

  (ii). The CITY shall have 20 days (as computed by the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure) 

from the date the parties are notified by the Magistrate at the end of the 90 day period 

established for the filing of Proof of Claim Form, to present objections to any claim filed 

with the Magistrate. The CITY shall mail a copy of the objection to the ACLU and to the 

claimant at the mailing address given on the Proof of Claim Form. At the close of the 20 

day period, the Magistrate and shall make the objections available for inspection and/or 

photocopying at the ACLU's own expense. The Court or the Clerk shall release the 

objections (and all supporting documentation) to a third party photocopying service, e.g., 

Black's Photocopy Service, for reproduction on behalf of the ACLU. 

  (iii). The Magistrate shall determine the validity of all claims upon the written record 

upon such terms and under such conditions as the Magistrate deems just. 

  (iv). The Magistrate shall accept the validity of any claim as to which no timely 

objection has been filed by the CITY. Upon the Magistrate's acceptance of a claim as to 

which no objection has been filed, the Magistrate shall so notify the parties and the 

claimant (or his representative, if any). The notice shall contain the following information: 

  (a). The Magistrate's acceptance of the claim because of a lack of objection; and 

  (b). the entitlement of the claimant to an award (as set out below); and 

  (c). Where and how the award can be collected. 

  (v). In the case of a timely objection to a claim, the determination of the validity of the 

claim shall be made by the Magistrate. 

  (a). The Magistrate shall do so on the basis of the written record unless he or she 

determines that an interview or discussion with the claimant (and the claimant's 

representative, if any) is necessary. If the Magistrate determines that such an interview of 

discussion is necessary, the Magistrate shall set it at a time, date, and place that are 

feasible for the claimant, and, if at all possible, confirm its feasibility with the claimant. 

For claimants who reside outside Dade or who are otherwise unable to be personally 

present, the Magistrate shall have the discretion to conduct an interview by telephone. 

The Magistrate shall notify the parties to this Consent Decree of the date, time, and place 
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of the meeting or interview, and the parties shall have the right to be present and 

informally present arguments and evidence. 

  (b). In determining whether to accept a claim to which a timely objection has been filed, 

the Magistrate should seek to ensure that compensation is reserved for claimants 

rightfully entitled to receive it, taking into account that documentation of claims should be 

no more burdensome than necessary to implement the settlement and that the amount and 

specificity of evidence that might be needed to establish injury at trial is not required. 

  (vi). If the Magistrate accepts a claim as valid, notwithstanding the CITY's objection, 

then the Magistrate shall so notify the parties and the claimant (or his representative, if 

any). The CITY may move for reconsideration within 15 days. The notice shall contain 

the following information: 

  (a). The Magistrate's acceptance of the claim, and the reason for overruling the 

objection; and 

  (b). the entitlement of the claimant to an award (as set out below); and  

  (c). Where and how the award can be collected. 

  (vii). If the Magistrate rejects a claim, then the Magistrate shall so notify the parties and 

the claimant (or his or her representative, if any). The claimant may move for 

reconsideration within 15 days. The notice shall contain the following information: 

  (a). The Magistrate's rejection of the claim and the reasons for rejecting it; and 

  (b). The right of the claimant to move for reconsideration within 15 days. This notice 

shall be displayed prominently in bold typeface, and shall also include a notice that the 

claimant may contact the ACLU immediately for assistance. The notice shall have the 

telephone number for the ACLU. 

  (viii). The decisions of the Magistrate shall be final, with no right of appeal or 

reconsideration other than provided for hereinabove. 

  (6) Awards: 

  (i). If the CITY is able to devise and implement a "debit card" program by the date this 

Settlement Agreement is approved, then each successful claimant, shall be awarded a 

debit card in the amount of $1,500.00. Such debit cards shall be accessible by a nationally 

recognized card such as Visa or Mastercard, widely accepted by merchants, and will be 

set up to be used for purchases but not cash withdrawals or advances. Administrative 

costs of setting up and administering the accounts shall be born by the CITY. 

  (ii). If the CITY is not able to devise and implement a "debit card" program by the date 

of this Settlement Agreement is approved, then each successful claimant, shall be awarded 

damages in the form of $1,250.00 in cash or $1,500.00 in non-cash awards, as provided 

herein.  
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  (iii). Cash Payments. Successful claimants who are no longer homeless shall qualify for 

a lump-sum cash payment of $1,250.00. Whether a claimant is no longer homeless shall 

be determined by the Magistrate pursuant to the same procedures for the determination of 

claims. A successful claimant who was homeless at the time the Proof of Claim Form was 

filed, but is no longer homeless by the time awards are distributed, may execute a Form 

(Exhibit "C") so indicating. The CITY shall have 15 days to object to the truthfulness of 

the information in that Form, in which case the Magistrate shall make the final 

determination whether the successful claimant is no longer homeless. Cash payments shall 

be made by check payable to the claimant. Claimants who qualify for a lump-sum cash 

payment of $1,250.00 may choose instead to participate in the non-cash program 

described below. 

  (iv). Non-cash Program. Successful claimants who do not qualify for cash payments (or 

who so qualify but choose instead to participate in the non-cash program) shall participate 

in a non-cash program as described herein. Such claimants shall be given vouchers for 

food, clothing, housing, or travel, or may have third party payments made on their behalf, 

in the amount of $1,500.00 per participating claimant. Administrative costs of setting up 

and administering the voucher and third party payments shall be born by the CITY. 

However, if a non-cash program complying with all the requirements set out in paragraph 

23(a)(6)(iv)(a-e) below cannot be devised by the date the Proof of Claims Forms are 

made available to claimants, then all successful claimants shall receive cash payments of 

$1,500.00 each. If a non-cash program complying with all such requirements except for 

that set out in paragraph 23(a)(6)(iv)(d) below is devised by the date the Proof of Claims 

Forms are made available to claimants, then successful claimants who are homeless and 

reside outside Miami shall receive cash payments of $1,500.00 each. 

  (a). In establishing the voucher program, the CITY shall provide vouchers or certificates 

for food or clothing at easily accessible stores such as but not limited to Publix, Winn-

Dixie, K-Mart, Burdines, or similar establishments who agree to participate. The program 

shall also provide for vouchers or vendor payments for claimants to use at apartments, 

residential hotels, SRO dwellings, or similar establishments. The CITY shall make a good 

faith effort to persuade clothing, food, and department stores and housing providers to 

participate in the voucher program. 

  (b). The voucher program shall be designed so that the claimant is not narrowly limited 

by store or location. The vouchers shall be valid at stores, apartments, etc., within the 

territorial boundaries of the City of Miami, and at such additional locations in the Dade 

County Metropolitan Area as are appropriate. 

  (c). Claimants may take part of their voucher entitlement in the form of third party 

payments by the CITY on behalf of the claimant. Such payments shall be made only for a 

debt owed by the claimant himself or herself or for a transaction in which the claimant is 

the purchaser of goods or services. Third party payments shall only be made for legal 

debts and purchases, to establish merchants, financial institutions, and other established 

providers of goods and services (e.g., landlords). 
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  (d). The voucher and third-party payment program shall be designed so that it satisfies 

the needs of successful claimants who do not qualify for cash and who live outside 

Miami, in a fashion comparable to those who live in Miami. 

  (e). Claimants shall be entitled to choose the mix of types of vouchers (food, clothing, 

housing travel) or third party payments they prefer. 

  (7). Payment of Awards/Releases. The CITY's Office of Homeless Programs (OHP) shall 

distribute the cash and non-cash awards. The vouchers shall be distributed in such a 

manner as to discourage their being bartered, sold, or otherwise used by anyone but the 

claimant. The distribution of cash awards shall begin immediately after all claims have 

been so determined (including the expiration of the time for reconsideration). The non-

cash program shall begin thirty days after all claims have been finally determined 

including the expiration of the time for reconsideration). In no event shall cash or non-

cash awards be distributed earlier than January 5, 1998. Prior to distribution of any cash 

or non-cash award, the claimant shall execute a full release in the form attached as Exhibit 

"D" of the CITY, including all CITY agents, officials and employees, for all claims 

between December 23, 1984, and the effective date of this Settlement Agreement for the 

types and kinds of injuries alleged in Plaintiffs' Second Amended Complaint (docketed 

September 8, 1989) in this action. This release does not cover injuries suffered which 

were outside the scope of Plaintiffs' Second Amended Complaint (docketed September 8, 

1989). The release may be revised if necessary to reflect the payment form and 

mechanism [See paragraphs 23(a)(4) and 23(a)(6)]. 

  (8). Amount of Fund. In no event shall the City's aggregate responsibility under the 

Compensation Fund for all claims exceed $600,000 If the cash and non-cash value of all 

valid claims exceeds $600,000, claimants with valid claims shall be awarded a pro rata 

share of the $600,000 compensation fund, notwithstanding the specific amounts specified 

above. 

  b. If the total value of all valid claims is less than $600,000, the City will create a "Start 

Off Fund." The total amount of the Start Off Fund will be the difference between 

$600,000 and the total value of all claims awarded from the Compensation Fund. 

Payments from the Start Off Fund will be made in the form of vendor payments not to 

exceed $1,000.00 per person. They will be available to any homeless person or homeless 

family in Miami to help achieve permanent housing (e.g., to pay for rent, security and 

utility deposits, clothing furniture, or other necessities of life). The Advisory Committee 

will determine the guidelines for payment from the Start Off Fund. The actual amount to 

be received by any given person or family group shall be determined by the City's Office 

of Homeless Persons, following such guidelines. Funding for the Start Off Fund shall be 

appropriated thirty days following the disposition of all claims by the Magistrate, 

including any requests for reconsideration, but not earlier than January 5, 1998. The funds 

from the Start-Off Fund shall be paid out within two years of the effective date of this 

Settlement Agreement. The CITY's Department of Internal Audits shall perform an audit 

of the Start-Off Fund program at its conclusion, and plaintiffs and their counsel shall be 

entitled to a copy of that audit. In addition, the books and records of the Start-Off Fund 



43 

 

program will be available to plaintiffs and their counsel at any time during regular 

government business hours. 

IX. Attorney Fees 

  25. The underlying litigation has spanned nearly ten years, during which there were two 

trials and numerous other hearings before the district court, two appeals including two 

oral arguments before the Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, as well as extensive 

court-ordered negotiations and mediation between the parties spanning eighteen months, 

all requiring substantial commitments of time and professional services on the part of 

more than ten attorneys for the plaintiffs over this period of time. In light of the foregoing, 

and considering similar payments of attorneys fees to plaintiffs' counsel in other civil 

rights cases, the City shall pay to the Plaintiffs' attorneys the sum of $900,000 (plus 

interest as provided for herein) as and for attorneys fees and costs, without any admission 

of liability to pay such fees, but rather, as a part of the comprehensive settlement to be 

adopted through the implementation of this Settlement Agreement. Additionally, said 

payment is made to conclude all claims for attorneys fees in the underlying litigation, 

including pending appeals, and in regard to all other matters connected with this 

Settlement Agreement, except enforcement proceedings, should such become necessary 

after non-binding mediation as provided for below. 

  The parties agree that the $900,000.00 (together with interest at rate payable on federal 

judgments on the date this Consent Decree is approved by the Court) shall be paid within 

one year of the effective date of this Settlement Agreement. If this payment is not made on 

time in its entirety, the entire amount including interest, and any further attorneys fees 

necessary for collection, shall be awarded by the District Court. 

X. Enforcement/Mediation 

  25a. Prior to any party seeking court enforcement against any other party to this 

Settlement Agreement, the parties shall attempt to informally mediate a dispute in a non-

binding mediation. During the existence of the Advisory Committee, the Advisory 

Committee shall appoint one of its members to act as the mediator. After the expiration of 

the Advisory Committee, unless the parties can agree upon a mediator, the aggrieved 

party shall notify the Court for the need for the appointment of a mediator, and the Court 

shall appoint a mediator from its list of approved mediators, the cost of which shall be 

borne by the CITY. Mediation shall take place within ten (10) days of a request made by 

either party to the other party. This requirement to mediate prior to seeking court 

enforcement shall not prevent a party from seeking immediate court enforcement if it 

clearly appears from specific facts shown by affidavit that immediate and irreparable 

injury, loss or damage will result to the aggrieved party before the aggrieved party and the 

other party can conduct mediation as contemplated in this paragraph. 
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XII. Class Approval/Notice to Class Members 

  26. The class certified in Pottinger v. City of Miami, 720 F.Supp. 955, 960 (S.D. Fla. 

1989), shall be amended, altered and modified under Rule 23(c)(1), Fed. R. Civ. Proc., to 

consist of all homeless persons who reside, have resided, or will reside on the streets, 

sidewalks, parks, and in other public places within the geographical boundaries of the 

City of Miami, who have been, expect to be, or will be in contact with members of the 

City of Miami Police Department. 

  27. Notice to the class of the amendment, alteration and modification of the class, and of 

this proposed Settlement Agreement, pursuant to Rule 23(e), Fed. R. Civ. Proc., shall be 

given simultaneously by publication in The Miami Herald, El Nuevo Herald, Miami 

Times, and New Times, on three different days, including one weekend day, of three 

consecutive weeks, which shall not be less than a 1/3 page in the Local (Locales) section 

of each paper, to maximize the chance of actual notice to the class members. The costs of 

such notices shall be borne by the CITY. The notice shall advise class members of the 

status of this case, and describe, generally, the proposed settlement and monetary relief 

available to class members, and how to obtain it, including where Proof of Claims Forms 

will be available after approval of the Settlement Agreement. The notice shall be subject 

to court approval. Class members shall have 30 days following the final notice within 

which to file any written objections to the Settlement Agreement. 

  The court shall convene a hearing at the convenience of its calendar, but at least 30 days 

thereafter to consider any such objections after which the court shall approve or 

disapprove the Settlement Agreement. The notice shall state the date, time, and location of 

this hearing. The Court shall set the date for the hearing to consider objections at the time 

it approves the content of the notice. 

XIII. Oversight Committee Approval 

  28. This Settlement Agreement shall be of no force or effect, nor submitted to the Court 

for approval, until it is approved by the Oversight Committee, appointed by the Governor 

of the State of Florida to assist the CITY overcome its current fiscal crisis. Oversight 

Committee Approval shall not be sought until after the parties execute this agreement. 

   

XIV. Court Approval 

  This Settlement Agreement shall not be effective until approved by the Court, after the 

hearing described in Section XII above, which, upon approval, shall become the 

Settlement Agreement between the parties. The Court shall retain jurisdiction to enforce 

the terms hereof. 
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XV. Modification 

  30. This Settlement Agreement may be modified by written agreement of the parties, or 

upon a showing of a significant change of circumstances warranting revision of the 

Agreement in a way suitably tailored to the change of circumstances, but in either event, 

only after approval by the Court. 

   

XVI. Integration Clause 

  This Settlement Agreement, including the attached exhibits as listed below, contains the 

entire agreement of the parties, and supersedes all previous oral or written representations 

or agreements. This Settlement Agreement shall not be supplemented by parole evidence. 

Exhibit A: Departmental Order  

Exhibit B: Proof of Claim Form, with Instructions (English Version)  

Exhibit C: Verified Statement regarding Current Status  

Exhibit D: Release 

  BENJAMIN S. WAXMAN  

STEPHEN J. SCHNABLY  

Attorneys for Plaintiffs  

Cooperating Attorneys for the Greater Miami Chapter of the American Civil Liberties 

Union  

Southwest Third Avenue, 4th Fl. 

Miami, Florida 33129  

Telephone: (305) 858-9550 

  KENDALL COFFEY, ESQ. 

Coffey, Diaz & O'Naghten 

1100 Grand Bay Plaza 

2665 South Bayshore Drive 

Coconut Grove, FL 33133 

(305) 285-0800 

  A. QUINN JONES, III, 

City Attorney 

City of Miami Attorney's Office 

Attorney for Defendant 

Miami Riverside Center, Suite 945 

444 S.W. 2nd Avenue 

Miami, Florida 33130 

Tel: (305) 416-1800 

Fax: (305) 416-1801 
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NATURAL LAW 

 

Chapter 8 –  
 
     As stated earlier in this book, many of our laws in America are based off of what is 
called natural law. Natural law is tied directly to the GOD given laws of the creator, and 
this truth is expressed in the Declaration of Independence.   
 
     The first sentence of the Declaration of Independence states, “When in the course of 
human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the 
earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's 
GOD entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel to the separation.”  To show one powerful 
example of how GOD given natural law has influenced the laws of America, we will 
deal first with the law against sodomy.  
 
      As many know, sodomy was a crime in most states for many years, and it is 
actually defined in the Nevada Revised statutes currently as the, “infamous crime 
against nature”.  NRS 201.195 – section 2 states, “As used in this section, the 
“infamous crime against nature” means anal intercourse, cunnilingus or fellatio 
between natural persons of the same sex.  Any sexual penetration, however slight, is 
sufficient to complete the infamous crime against nature.” 
      
We can now compare the definition of the infamous crime against nature in the 
Nevada Revised Statutes with scripture from the Bible to prove that this law and 
definition came directly from the Word of GOD. Romans 1:26-27 KJV, when discussing 
the sins of homosexuality and lesbianism, tells us that, “For this cause GOD gave them 
up unto vile affections:  For even their women did change the natural use into that 
which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which 
is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was 
meet.”   
      
     As we see in this verse, there are acts that are against nature and natures GOD, and 
we are to uphold laws that promote morality and GOD's natural law, not laws that 
promote sodomy and immorality. Sadly, many government leaders in America do not 
know or believe these truths, and will war against GOD's natural law for the sake of 
getting more votes from the homosexual community.   
 
     Instead of upholding the law, they commit Treason by not upholding the laws of the 
state or natural law, and will even throw parades glorifying sodomy and lawlessness to 
gather more support and votes from the homosexual community.   
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Former Mayor Oscar Goodman promoting booze and immorality in Las Vegas. 
 
     Former Mayor Oscar Goodman was actually the Grand Marshall for the 
homosexual parade in Las Vegas during the year that I protested this parade.  I went 
to jail for blocking this parade, the Mayor went free. It was shortly after this jailing 
that the LORD began to open my eyes to the laws that were in favor of righteousness 
and holiness, and ever since I have been seeking ways to educate the multitudes so 
that they will not be deceived.  I have gone to televised city council meetings in Las 
Vegas and explained the very truths I am explaining in this book, but the Treason 
continues, and officials including the Mayor and city council continue to look the other 
way.  
 
     Many judges, police and government leaders are pro homosexual, or are 
homosexual themselves.  These officials need to be removed from office if they will 
not stand for GOD's law, and those who promote such wickedness should be paraded 
straight to jail. 
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Unfortunately, President Barack Obama also supports Gay Marriages. 

 

 
 

  Las Vegas Pride  

  
Parents having children participate in this wicked rally 
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  Man dressed as a woman 
 

  

 Some casinos are also pro gay 
 

  Fremont Street Promotion of gay rallies 
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Goodman to lead first nighttime gay pride parade - 
Las Vegas Sun 

Kris Hill - Friday, May 11, 2001 | 10:24 a.m. 

This is not your old-fashioned gay pride parade. It is the parade organizers hope will 
be the envy of every other major pride event organizer in the country. 

It is a pride parade that will make history for the Las Vegas gay and lesbian 
community. 

For years the gay pride parade in Las Vegas has been on a Sunday morning two hours 
before the beginning of the annual gay pride festival at Sunset Park, near Sunset Road 
and Eastern Avenue. 

This year the parade, now in its 18th year and organized by the Las Vegas Association 
of Pride, will be at night for the first time in its history. And this year the grand 
marshal of the parade is Las Vegas Mayor Oscar Goodman. 

Organizers expect nearly 10,000 people to attend the event that covers a 1.2- mile 
route downtown, which begins at 7 p.m. at Coolidge and Fourth Street and ends at 
Fourth Street and Ogden Avenue. 

A parade this ambitious is important, because "it simply acknowledges the 
contributions gay and lesbians make to the community at large," Joshua Ryan, 
spokesman for the Las Vegas Association of Pride, said. 

Las Vegas will be only the third location in the world to host a pride event at night. Of 
the 200 cities and 25 countries that will be celebrating this weekend, Sydney, 
Australia, and Houston join the local event in holding festivities at night. 

More than 50 entrants will walk or ride in the parade, including local entrants and 
groups coming in from Phoenix and San Francisco. 

Over the past few years the parade has also enjoyed substantial corporate support, 
and organizers say this year there is a record number of business sponsors, including 
Aid for AIDS Nevada, Southwest Ambulance, United Airlines and an $11,000 donation 
from main sponsor Coors Brewing Co. 

The mayor's participation in the parade is as important as corporate sponsorship, 
because it is the first time that a major political figure in Nevada has agreed to take 
part in a pride event, Ryan said. 

Goodman declined to comment, his spokesman Erik Pappa, said. 

But in a letter he wrote to the Las Vegas Association of Pride last month, he said "the 
City Council and I are working diligently to make downtown the beacon it once was. 
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With events like the Pride Parade, we're taking significant steps to achieve this goal. 
I'm anxious to host so many individuals in our downtown area."Goodman is also 
expected to speak at the Las Vegas Gay Pride Festival on Saturday, which starts at 11 
a.m. at the football practice fields north of Sam Boyd Stadium. 

-------------------------------------- 

How sad for a Mayor of any American City to 

partake of such a wicked event! 
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PRESIDENTIAL QUOTATIONS 
 

Chapter 9 –  
     Many of the Presidents have expressed their deep faith in GOD, and expressed their 
belief that America needed morality and GOD given laws to guide her.  I have included 
some of these quotations in this chapter, and encourage you to search for more! 

 

 

George Washington 

1. “Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained 
without religion.” —George Washington 

2. “We ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles of heaven can never 
be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right 
which heaven itself ordained.” – George Washington 

3. “The General hopes and trusts that every officer and man, will endeavor so to live, 
and act, as becomes a Christian soldier defending the dearest rights and liberties of his 
country.” – George Washington 

4. “Let me live according to those holy rules which Thou hast this day prescribed in 
Thy Holy Word…direct me to the true object, Jesus Christ, the way, the truth, and the 
life. Bless, O Lord, all the people of this land.” – George Washington 
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John Adams 

5. “The general principles on which the fathers achieved independence were the 
general principles of Christianity. I will avow that I then believed, and now believe, 
that those general principles of Christianity are as eternal and immutable as the 
existence and attributes of God.” – John Adams 

6. “We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human 
passions unbridled by morality and religion…Our Constitution was made only for a 
moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate for the government of any other.” – 
John Adams7. “We recognize no sovereign but God, and no King but Jesus!” – John 
Adams 
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Thomas Jefferson 

8. “I have sworn upon the altar of god eternal hostility against every form of tyranny 
over the mind of man.” – Thomas Jefferson 

9. “The reason that Christianity is the best friend of government is because 
Christianity is the only religion that changes the heart.” – Thomas Jefferson 

10. “Can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only 
firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of 
God? That they are not to be violated but with His wrath? I tremble for my country 
when I reflect that God is just; that his justice cannot sleep forever.” – Thomas 
Jefferson 

11. “I have always said and always will say that the studious perusal of the Sacred 
Volume will make better citizens, better fathers, better husbands… the Bible makes 
the best people in the world.” – Thomas Jefferson 
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James Monroe 

12. “Before any man can be considered as a member of civil society, he must be 
considered as a subject of the Governor of the Universe. And to the same Divine 
Author of every good and perfect gift we are indebted for all those privileges and 
advantages, religious as well as civil, which are so richly enjoyed in this favored land.” 
– James Monroe 

13. “While we assert for ourselves a freedom to embrace, to profess, and to observe, 
the Religion which we believe to be of divine origin, we cannot deny an equal freedom 
to them whose minds have not yielded to the evidence which has convinced us.” – 
James Monroe 
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John Quincy Adams        
    

14. “It is no slight testimonial, both to the merit and worth of Christianity, that in all 
ages since its promulgation the great mass of those who have risen to eminence by 
their profound wisdom and integrity have recognized and reverenced Jesus of 
Nazareth as the Son of the living God.” – John Quincy Adams 

15. “The highest glory of the American Revolution was this: it connected in one 
indissoluble bond the principles of civil government with the principles of 
Christianity.” – John Quincy Adams 

 

16. “My custom is to read four or five chapters of the Bible every morning 
immediately after rising. It seems to me the most suitable manner of beginning the 
day. It is an invaluable and inexhaustible mine of knowledge and virtue.” – John Quincy 
Adams 
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Abraham Lincoln 

17. “I am profitably engaged in reading the Bible. Take all of this Book upon reason 
that you can, and the balance by faith, and you will live and die a better man.” – 
Abraham Lincoln 

18. “We have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand, which preserved us 
in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly 
imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by 
some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we 
have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving 
grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.” – Abraham Lincoln 

19. “The only assurance of our nation’s safety is to lay our foundation in morality and 
religion.” – Abraham Lincoln 
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Grover Cleveland 

20. “All must admit that the reception of the teachings of Christ results in the purest 
patriotism, in the most scrupulous fidelity to public trust, and in the best type of 
citizenship.” – Grover Cleveland 
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Theodore Roosevelt        
   

21. “A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college education.” – 
Theodore Roosevelt        
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Calvin Coolidge 

22. “The foundations of our society and our government rest so much on the 
teachings of the Bible that it would be difficult to support them if faith in these 
teachings would cease to be practically universal in our country.” – Calvin Coolidge 
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Herbert Hoover 

23. “The study of the Bible is a post-graduate course in the richest library of human 
experience.” – Hebert Hoover       
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Harry Truman 

24. “The fundamental basis of this nation’s law was given to Moses on the Mount. The 
fundamental basis of our Bill of Rights comes from the teaching we get from Exodus 
and St. Matthew, from Isaiah and St. Paul. I don’t think we emphasize that enough 
these days. If we don’t have the proper fundamental moral background, we will finally 
end up with a totalitarian government which does not believe in the right for anybody 
except the state.” – Harry Truman 

 

John F. Kennedy 

25. “The rights of man come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of 
God.” – John F. Kennedy 
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Ronald Reagan 

26. “Of the many influences that have shaped the United States into a distinctive 
nation and people, none may be said to be more fundamental and enduring than the 
Bible.” – Ronald Reagan 

27. “Within the covers of the Bible are the answers for all the problems men face” – 
Ronald Reagan 

28. “Without God, there is no virtue, because there’s no prompting of the conscience. 
Without God, we’re mired in the material, that flat world that tells us only what the 
senses perceive. Without God, there is a coarsening of the society. And without God, 
democracy will not and cannot long endure.” – Ronald Reagan 
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George W Bush 

29. “Faith gives the assurance that our lives and our history have a moral design.” – 
George W Bush 

30. “Each day millions of our citizens approach our Maker on bended knee, seeking 
His grace and giving thanks for the many blessings He bestows upon us.” – George W 
Bush 
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1st AMENDMENT VIOLATIONS 
 
Chapter 10 -  
 

     The first Amendment has been used by many with evil agendas to promote both 
obscene material and profanity, as well as other vile forms of expression.  The 
question is, “Is that what the first amendment truly defends?”   

     When one reads NRS 201.243 and Las Vegas Municipal code Chapter 10.40.030, it 
becomes quite clear that this surely is not the case.  As we discussed earlier in this 
book, NRS 201.243 outlaws obscene material.  NRS 201.243 explains that obscene 
material is that which is, “without serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value” 
and that which is being, “commercially exploited by the defendant for its prurient 
appeal.”  

     According to Merriam Webster Dictionary, Prurient is defined as “marked by or 
arousing an immoderate or unwholesome interest or desire especially marked by 
arousing or appealing to sexual desire.”  After reading this statute and definition it 
becomes quite obvious that the first amendment cannot protect obscene material, 
otherwise there would have been no law made against it! 

    In Regards to profanity,  LVMC Chapter 10.40.030 shows clearly that law makers 
were against such speech, and we're not trying to protect it under the first 
amendment.  Las Vegas Municipal Code Chapter 10.40.030 outlaws profane, vile or 
obscene language.  LVMC Ch. 10.40.030 is shown below.   

10.40.030 - Profane, vile or obscene language. 

      The use of profane, vile or obscene language or words upon the public streets, 
alleys, or highway of the City is prohibited.  

     If the first Amendment truly protects obscene material and profane, vile or obscene 
language, why have various lawmakers gone to so much trouble to outlaw those very 
things?  Obviously the public is being lied to, and the courts utilize the public's 
ignorance and complacency to further their own wicked agendas.   

     Many times when being arrested for street preaching in Las Vegas, I would tell 
police officers who were using profanity that they were breaking the law.  Their 
typical response was that they would laugh and continue using profanity to their own 
shame.  Though they act like criminals, they remain free, and their fellow officers 
would do nothing to correct them.  Ultimately GOD will hold them accountable, and it's 
unfortunate that more police and judges do not fear the LORD as they should. 

     I have prayed that GOD would forgive these officers and set them free by HIS truth, 
and I know that GOD will judge each man righteously. 

javascript:void(0)
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Below I have included one article on a city official, specifically a constable, who was 
caught on video boldly using profanity to their own shame.  

View this website for details: 
http://www.ktnv.com/multimedia/videos/?bctid=1363691026001  

Profanity-laced video about constable's office irks commissioners 

By Kristi Jourdan 
LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL 
Posted: Jan. 3, 2012 | 6:38 p.m.  
Updated: Feb. 8, 2012 | 6:28 p.m. 

A profanity-laced pilot posted online for a reality television show pitch about the Las 
Vegas Township constable's office prompted the County Commission on Tuesday to 
ask for an audit of the office's finances and to question state laws that allow deputies 
to carry weapons on the job for one year before they are certified peace officers. 

Commissioner Steve Sisolak led the discussion with a handful of constable deputies 
who showed up at the meeting to defend their office. 

Deputies said the video was never meant for public dissemination and was supposed 
to be password-protected online. Constable John Bonaventura did not attend the 
meeting, and deputies said he did not like the video. Bonaventura appears in the video, 
but his office is not going through with the show. 

The edited video, which the constable's office did not pay for, shows deputies carrying 
out evictions and serving papers while using colorful language in some instances. One 
deputy identifies himself as being with the "police." 

"You could not do a worse service to the taxpayers of Clark County," Sisolak said. "I just 
can't believe you would be proud of this." 

Commissioner Susan Brager said she was frightened that deputies who are not 
certified peace officers "could walk around and carry a gun." 

"A job where you get paid on how many citations and what you collect is really not a 
healthy environment," she said. "The video was humiliating and degrading. Our kids 
go on YouTube, and I hope they don't find it. It shows them once again why should 
they respect an officer that speaks with such a foul mouth? All of you should be 
appalled, quite frankly." 

The constable's office is responsible for serving court papers and carrying out 
evictions, among other duties. 

http://www.reviewjournal.com/about/print/rjstaff.html
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Deputies provide their own guns and have a 12-month grace period in which to 
become certified peace officers. In the meantime, they can carry weapons without 
that certification. 

By law, the constable is considered a certified peace officer and does not have to 
undergo any certification. 

Bonaventura has opted not to get the certification. 

  

In an email to the Review-Journal last month about this issue, Bonaventura said that 
running the agency is not an easy task and that he has not found the extra hours to 
become certified. 

It takes 200 to 480 hours to become certified depending on the level of certification. 
Police officers require more certification than a bailiff or a detention officer. 

"I will stick to my previous certificate with the (Department of Justice) and remain in 
compliance with the law," Bonaventura wrote. "No one wants to go to college twice to 
receive the same degree, now would they?" 

Henderson Constable Earl Mitchell told the commission that the 12-month grace 
period was set up for rural counties without a lot of deputies. He suggested deputies 
should not be allowed on the street before they have gone through the academy. 

"For the past 12 years, we've cleaned up the professionalism of the office," Mitchell 
said. "That, I'll be honest, has been destroyed in the last 12 months." 

Tim Bunting, deputy director for the Nevada Commission on Peace Officers Standards 
& Training, said there are two 16-week academies for basic training that cover 
constitutional law, arrests, use of force, seizure laws and firearms qualifications, 
among other areas. 
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THE THREE BRANCHES OF 
GOVERNMENT 

 

Chapter 11 –  
 
     Briefly to once again prove the point that the founders of this nation used the Bible 
as a foundation for this nation's creation, I would like to share a portion of scripture.  
 
     There is a scripture verse, Isaiah 33:22 that says, "The Lord is our lawgiver, the 
Lord is our King and the Lord is our Judge." This one verse helped the founders to 
create the three branches of government.   
 
     The lawgiver is the legislative branch, king is the executive branch, and judge is the 
judicial branch.  America's founders took the concentrated powers of the monarch 
and separated them into three branches.   
 
     To think GOD was never to be a part of government in America is deny the truth in 
place of a secular lie. Unfortunately many have fallen for this lie, to America's downfall. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCn7Gtjjyv4
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MANY LAS VEGAS OFFICIALS, 
POLICE AND JUDGES BELONG 

IN JAIL 
Chapter 12 – 
 
     In conclusion, I would once again like to state the fact that many (NOT ALL) judges, 

police and public officials belong in jail for their outright betrayal of American 
laws and values.  Though a few of these officials have stood up for my rights 
at times while I was preaching or doing peaceful protests (In which case I 
escaped needless arrests), many more city and county officials have not. One 
example was when Judge Bert Brown refused to allow my case to be seen in 
the Supreme Court. Under article 3, Section 2 of the U.S. constitution, the 
Supreme Court has original jurisdiction for all cases involving public ministers, 
ambassadors and consuls. Due to this fact, the city of Las Vegas has no 
jurisdiction over such cases involving  myself or any other Public Minister for 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST.  Unfortunately many officials and judges of the city 
and county are ignorant of the laws of the U.S., or simply refuse to abide by 
them.  Such actions cause them to be guilty of Treason and other various 
criminal acts, yet these officials and judges typically have never done a day in 
jail to pay for their crimes.   

 
     I explained at many city council meetings to Mayor Oscar Goodman while he was 
Mayor in Las Vegas, and to his wife Carolyn Goodman who succeeded him, that they 
needed to uphold Good Morals and Public Decency laws and the rights of the poor or 
else they would continue to be guilty of Treason according to Nevada State law and Las 
Vegas Municipal Codes.  
 
      Little has been done by either Mayor or city council to stop the promotion of sin 
and casinos, and the promotion of evil continues in Las Vegas, to America's shame.  
Many homeless Americans still have no place to lay their heads, and are constantly in 
danger of arrest for simply sleeping outside due to lack of finances.   
 
     As I tell people while street preaching in Las Vegas, "Sexual sin and Greed leads to 
hell.  Be sober, don't curse, smoke, gamble or lie.  Help the homeless, JESUS was 
homeless too!  JESUS HIMSELF in  Luke 9:58 states - "Foxes have holes and birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay HIS head."  
 
     Will America ever be fully freed from materialism and idolatry in order that it may 
regain its Christian legal and moral heritage? Will the eradication of corrupt 
government be possible? I do believe this is possible. The Bible tells us that with GOD 
all things are possible.  Surely GOD desires that America be brought back to its 
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righteous foundation and to CHRIST JESUS our LORD. Through the help of those who 
promote GOD's truth, I do believe this can and will happen.   I encourage you to learn 
your rights and to stand up for them at all costs.  I also encourage you to share the 
information in this book with your Pastors, friends, family and government leaders, 
and to vote only for those who will stand on GOD's truth. Feel free to email me with 
any questions, or if you would like me to come speak as well.  
 
     Let us pray that every knee will bow, and every tongue confess that JESUS CHRIST 
is LORD in America, and that every tongue that rises against GOD's truth is forever 
silenced.  May GOD in CHRIST bless you as you obey HIS Holy Word, and I do hope to 
hear from you soon! 
 
Sincerely in CHRIST JESUS, 
 
Roussan Joshua Collins 
 
Email: servingjesus99212@yahoo.com (702) 522-7119  
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IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of 
America 

hen in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for 
one people to dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another and to assume among the 
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should 

declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, — 
That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate 
that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed 
to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, 
pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to 
provide new Guards for their future security. — Such has been the patient sufferance 
of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their 
former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a 
history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be 
submitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public 
good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, 
unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so 
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 
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He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, 
unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a 
right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant 
from the depository of their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them 
into compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly 
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected, 
whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People 
at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the 
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose 
obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to 
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations 
of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice by refusing his Assent to Laws for 
establishing Judiciary Powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone for the tenure of their offices, and the 
amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to 
harass our people and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our 
legislatures. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of 
pretended Legislation: 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders which they 
should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury: 
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For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences: 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighboring Province, 
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to 
render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule 
into these Colonies 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and altering 
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power 
to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging 
War against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 
lives of our people.        
        

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the 
works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty 
& Perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the 
Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms 
against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to 
fall themselves by their Hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on 
the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages whose known rule of 
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most 
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A 
Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is 
unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned 
them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration 
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and 
we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these 
usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. 
They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, 
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, 
as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 
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We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General 
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of 
our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 
solemnly publish and declare, That these united Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States, that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, 
is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have 
full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to 
do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. — And for the 
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred 
Honor. 

New Hampshire: 
Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton 

Massachusetts: 
John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry 

Rhode Island: 
Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery 

Connecticut: 
Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott 

New York: 
William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris 

New Jersey: 
Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark 

Pennsylvania: 
Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, 
James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross 

Delaware: 
Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean 

Maryland: 
Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton 

Virginia: 
George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas 
Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton 

North Carolina: 
William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/bartlett.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/whipple.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/thornton.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/hancock.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/adams_s.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/adams_j.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/paine.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/gerry.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/hopkins.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/ellery.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/sherman.htm
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South Carolina: 
Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton 

The Constitution of the United States: A Transcription 

Note: The following text is a transcription of the Constitution in its original form.  
Items that are hyperlinked have since been amended or superseded. 

 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

 

Article. I. 

Section. 1. 

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United 
States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

Section. 2. 

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second 
Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the 
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State 
Legislature. 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty 
five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, 
when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States 
which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, 
which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including 
those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three 
fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years 
after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every 
subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The 
Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each 
State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be 
made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three, Massachusetts 
eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, 
New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North 
Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 
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When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority 
thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other Officers; and shall 
have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

Section. 3. 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, 
chosen by the Legislature thereof for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they 
shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of 
the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second 
Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of 
the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies 
happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, 
the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of 
the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, 
and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be 
an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have 
no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall choose their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the 
Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the 
United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that 
Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States 
is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the 
Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from 
Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under 
the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to 
Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. 

Section. 4. 

The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, 
shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at 
any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of choosing 
Senators. 
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The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on 
the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day. 

Section. 5. 

Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own 
Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a 
smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the 
Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each 
House may provide. 

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for 
disorderly Behavior, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the 
same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas 
and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one 
fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal. 

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the 
other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the 
two Houses shall be sitting. 

Section. 6. 

The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to 
be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in 
all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest 
during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and 
returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not 
be questioned in any other Place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have 
been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such time; 
and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either 
House during his Continuance in Office. 

Section. 7. 

All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the 
Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, 
before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States: If he 
approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House 
in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their 
Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that 
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House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the 
other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds 
of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses 
shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and 
against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill 
shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it 
shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case 
it shall not be a Law. 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be 
presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, 
shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be re-passed by two 
thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and 
Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

Section. 8. 

The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, 
to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defense and general Welfare of the 
United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the 
United States; 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with 
the Indian Tribes; 

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of 
Bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of 
Weights and Measures; 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the 
United States; 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to 
Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and 
Discoveries; 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court; 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences 
against the Law of Nations; 
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To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning 
Captures on Land and Water; 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a 
longer Term than two Years; 

To provide and maintain a Navy; 

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; 

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress 
Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such 
Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the 
States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the 
Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not 
exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the 
Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and 
to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature 
of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, 
dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;--And 

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the 
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government 
of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

Section. 9. 

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall 
think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one 
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such 
Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in 
Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or 
enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 
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No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports 
of one State over those of another; nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be 
obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. 

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations 
made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures 
of all public Money shall be published from time to time. 

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any 
Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, 
accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any 
King, Prince, or foreign State. 

Section. 10. 

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of 
Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and 
silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, 
or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on 
Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's 
inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on 
Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all 
such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress. 

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, 
or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another 
State, or with a foreign  

Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will 
not admit of delay. 

 

Article. II. 

Section. 1. 

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He 
shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice 
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows: 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a 
Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to 
which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or 
Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed 
an Elector. 
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The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, 
of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. 
And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for 
each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the 
Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The 
President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The 
Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be 
a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one 
who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the House of 
Representatives shall immediately choose by Ballot one of them for President; and if 
no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall 
in like Manner choose the President. But in choosing the President, the Votes shall be 
taken by States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for 
this purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and 
a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the 
Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the 
Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have 
equal Votes, the Senate shall choose from them by Ballot the Vice President. 

The Congress may determine the Time of choosing the Electors, and the Day on which 
they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time 
of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither 
shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of 
thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or 
Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve 
on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, 
Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring 
what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until 
the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected. 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which 
shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have 
been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from 
the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or 
Affirmation:--"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office 
of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect 
and defend the Constitution of the United States." 
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Section. 2. 

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, 
and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the 
United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each 
of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their 
respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for 
Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make 
Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, 
and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, 
other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other 
Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided 
for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the 
Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in 
the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the 
Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their 
next Session. 

Section. 3. 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, 
and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary 
and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of 
them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of 
Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall 
receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be 
faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. 

Section. 4. 

The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be 
removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or 
other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

Article III. 

Section. 1. 

The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested in one Supreme Court and in 
such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The 
Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good 
Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services a Compensation, which 
shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. 
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Section. 2. 

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this 
Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, 
under their Authority;--to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls;--to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;--to Controversies to 
which the United States shall be a Party;--to Controversies between two or more 
States;-- between a State and Citizens of another State,--between Citizens of different 
States,--between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different 
States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or 
Subjects. 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in 
which a State shall be Party, the Supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all 
the other Cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate 
Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such 
Regulations as the Congress shall make. 

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such 
Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but 
when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the 
Congress may by Law have directed. 

Section. 3. 

Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying War against them, or in 
adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be 
convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, 
or on Confession in open Court. 

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no 
Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the 
Life of the Person attainted. 

 

Article. IV. 

Section. 1. 

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and 
judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws 
prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, 
and the Effect thereof. 

Section. 2. 

The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens 
in the several States. 
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A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee 
from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive 
Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State 
having Jurisdiction of the Crime. 

No Person held to Service or Labor in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into 
another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from 
such Service or Labor, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such 
Service or Labor may be due. 

Section. 3. 

New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall 
be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be 
formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent 
of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and 
Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; 
and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of 
the United States, or of any particular State. 

Section. 4. 

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of 
Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of 
the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened), 
against domestic Violence. 

 

Article. V. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall 
propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of 
two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, 
which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this 
Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or 
by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification 
may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made 
prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the 
first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, 
without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 
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Article. VI. 

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this 
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as 
under the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance 
thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the 
United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State 
shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the 
Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several 
State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and 
of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this 
Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any 
Office or public Trust under the United States. 

 

Article. VII. 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States shall be sufficient for the 
Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the same. 

The Word, "the," being interlined between the seventh and eighth Lines of the first 
Page, the Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erasure in the fifteenth Line of the 
first Page, The Words "is tried" being interlined between the thirty second and thirty 
third Lines of the first Page and the Word "the" being interlined between the forty 
third and forty fourth Lines of the second Page.  

Attest William Jackson Secretary 

done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth 
Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty 
seven and of the Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth In witness 
whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names, 

G°. Washington 
President and deputy from Virginia 

Delaware 
Geo: Read 
Gunning Bedford jun 
John Dickinson 
Richard Bassett 
Jaco: Broom 
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Maryland 
James McHenry 
Dan of St Thos. Jenifer 
Danl. Carroll 

Virginia 
John Blair 
James Madison Jr. 

North Carolina 
Wm. Blount 
Richd. Dobbs Spaight 
Hu Williamson 

South Carolina 
J. Rutledge 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney 
Charles Pinckney 
Pierce Butler 

Georgia 
William Few 
Abr Baldwin 

New Hampshire 
John Langdon 
Nicholas Gilman 

Massachusetts 
Nathaniel Gorham 
Rufus King 

Connecticut 
Wm. Saml. Johnson 
Roger Sherman 

New York 
Alexander Hamilton 

New Jersey 
Wil: Livingston 
David Brearley 
Wm. Paterson 
Jona: Dayton 

Pennsylvania 
B Franklin 
Thomas Mifflin 
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Robt. Morris 
Geo. Clymer 
Thos. FitzSimons 
Jared Ingersoll 
James Wilson 
Gouv Morris 

 

CHAPTER 201 - CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC DECENCY AND GOOD MORALS 

NONSUPPORT OF SPOUSE, FORMER SPOUSE OR CHILD 

NRS 201.015             “Minor child” defined.  

NRS 201.020             Penalties; jurisdiction. 

NRS 201.030             Institution of proceedings: Verified complaint. 

NRS 201.051             Affirmative defense: Notice of intent to claim; notice of rebuttal 
witnesses;     notice of provisions of section. 

NRS 201.070             Evidence; husband and wife competent witnesses. 

NRS 201.080             Uniformity of interpretation. 

PATERNITY FRAUD 

NRS 201.085             Definition; penalty. 

CONTRIBUTORY DELINQUENCY AND NEGLECT OF CHILDREN 

NRS 201.090             “Neglected child,” “delinquent child” and “child in need of 
supervision”     defined. 

NRS 201.100             How offense may be termed. 

NRS 201.110             Definition; penalties; exception. 

ABORTIONS; CONCEALING BIRTH 

NRS 201.120             Abortion: Definition; penalty. 

NRS 201.130             Selling drugs to produce miscarriage; penalty. 

NRS 201.140             Evidence. 

NRS 201.150             Concealing birth; penalty. 
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http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_founding_fathers_pennsylvania.html#Clymer
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_founding_fathers_pennsylvania.html#Fitzsimons
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_founding_fathers_pennsylvania.html#Ingersoll
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_founding_fathers_pennsylvania.html#Wilson
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_founding_fathers_pennsylvania.html#Morris_G
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec015
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec020
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec030
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec051
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec070
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec080
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec085
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec090
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec100
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec110
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec120
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec130
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec140
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec150


88 

 

BIGAMY, INCEST, SEXUAL ACTS IN PUBLIC AND CRIME AGAINST NATURE INVOLVING 
MINOR 

NRS 201.160             Bigamy: Definition; penalty. 

NRS 201.170             Marrying person already married; penalty. 

NRS 201.180             Incest: Definition; penalty. 

NRS 201.190             Commission of certain sexual acts in public: Definition; penalty. 

NRS 201.195             Solicitation of minor to engage in acts constituting crime against 
nature;     penalties. 

INTENTIONAL TRANSMISSION OF HUMAN IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS 

NRS 201.205             Penalty; affirmative defense. 

LEWDNESS AND INDECENT EXPOSURE 

NRS 201.210             Open or gross lewdness; penalty. 

NRS 201.220             Indecent or obscene exposure; penalty. 

NRS 201.230             Lewdness with child under 14 years; penalties. 

NRS 201.232             Breast feeding: Legislative intent; authorized in any public or 
private location    where mother is authorized to be. 

OBSCENITY 

NRS 201.235             Definitions. 

NRS 201.237             Exemptions. 

NRS 201.239             Power of county, city or town to regulate obscenity. 

NRS 201.241             Action to declare item or material obscene and obtain injunction. 

NRS 201.243             Evidence probative of obscenity of material or item. 

NRS 201.245             Surrender, seizure and destruction of obscene item or material; 
undertaking     not required for injunction; defendant 
chargeable with knowledge of      contents after 
service of summons and complaint. 

NRS 201.247             Payment to city or county of value received from sale of obscene 
materials     after judgment or injunction. 
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NRS 201.249             Production, sale, distribution, exhibition and possession of 
obscene items or     materials; penalty. 

NRS 201.251             Coercing acceptance of obscene articles or publications; penalty. 

NRS 201.253             Obscene, indecent or immoral shows, acts or performances; 
penalty. 

NRS 201.254             Exemption of stagehands and movie projectionists from criminal 
liability     when possessing or exhibiting obscene material 
directly related to their     work. 

OBSCENE, THREATENING OR ANNOYING TELEPHONE CALLS 

NRS 201.255             Penalties. 

EXHIBITION AND SALE OF OBSCENE MATERIAL TO MINORS 

NRS 201.256             Definitions. 

NRS 201.2565           “Distribute” defined. 

NRS 201.257             “Harmful to minors” defined. 

NRS 201.2581           “Material” defined. 

NRS 201.259             “Minor” defined. 

NRS 201.2595           “Motion picture” defined. 

NRS 201.261             “Nudity” defined. 

NRS 201.262             “Sado-masochistic abuse” defined. 

NRS 201.263             “Sexual conduct” defined. 

NRS 201.264             “Sexual excitement” defined. 

NRS 201.265             Unlawful acts; penalty. 

NRS 201.2655           Exemptions. 

CRIMES AGAINST RELIGION 

NRS 201.270             Disturbing religious meetings; penalty. 

NRS 201.280             Selling liquor at camp meetings; penalty. 

DESECRATION OF FLAGS 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec249
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NRS 201.290             Penalty; exception. 

PANDERING, PROSTITUTION AND DISORDERLY HOUSES 

NRS 201.295             Definitions. 

NRS 201.300             Pandering: Definition; penalties; exception. 

NRS 201.310             Pandering: Placing spouse in brothel; penalties. 

NRS 201.320             Living from earnings of prostitute; penalty. 

NRS 201.330             Pandering: Detaining person in brothel because of debt; 
penalties. 

NRS 201.340             Pandering: Furnishing transportation; penalties. 

NRS 201.350             Venue for trial of offenses constituting pandering. 

NRS 201.351             Forfeiture of assets derived from or relating to pandering child; 
temporary     restraining order to preserve property 
subject to forfeiture; use of proceeds    derived from forfeiture. 

NRS 201.352             Additional fine for pandering child and conspiring to pander 
child. 

NRS 201.354             Engaging in prostitution or solicitation for prostitution: Penalty; 
exception. 

NRS 201.356             Test for exposure to human immunodeficiency virus required; 
payment of     costs; notification of results of test. 

NRS 201.358             Engaging in prostitution or solicitation for prostitution after 
testing positive     for exposure to human immunodeficiency 
virus: Penalty; definition. 

NRS 201.360             Placing person in house of prostitution; penalties. 

NRS 201.380             Restriction on location of houses of ill fame; penalty. 

NRS 201.390             Property on principal business streets not to be rented for 
purposes of     prostitution; penalty. 

NRS 201.400             General reputation competent evidence. 

NRS 201.410             Duties of sheriff and district attorney; failure to act; penalty. 

NRS 201.420             Keeping disorderly house; penalty. 
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NRS 201.430             Unlawful advertising of prostitution; penalties. 

NRS 201.440             Unlawful to permit illegal advertising of houses of prostitution; 
penalties. 

SEXUAL PENETRATION OF DEAD HUMAN BODY 

NRS 201.450             Unlawful act; penalty. 

SALE OF HUMAN ORGAN FOR TRANSPLANTATION 

NRS 201.460             Sale, acquisition, receipt or transfer for consideration of human 
organ for     transplantation prohibited; penalty. 

SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH PUPILS AND STUDENTS 

NRS 201.470             Definitions. 

NRS 201.480             “College” defined. 

NRS 201.490             “Private school” defined. 

NRS 201.500             “Public school” defined. 

NRS 201.510             “Sado-masochistic abuse” defined. 

NRS 201.520             “Sexual conduct” defined. 

NRS 201.530             “University” defined. 

NRS 201.540             Sexual conduct between certain employees of school or 
volunteers at school     and pupil: Penalty; exception. 

NRS 201.550             Sexual conduct between certain employees of college or 
university and     student: Penalty; exception. 

LURING CHILDREN OR PERSONS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS 

NRS 201.560             Definitions; exceptions; penalties. 

CRIMINAL GANG RECRUITMENT 

NRS 201.570             Definition; penalty. 

NONSUPPORT OF SPOUSE, FORMER SPOUSE OR CHILD 

 NRS 201.015  “Minor child” defined.  For the purposes of NRS 201.015 to 201.080, 
inclusive, “minor child” means a person who has not reached the age of majority as 
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provided in NRS 129.010 and has not been declared emancipated pursuant to NRS 
129.080 to 129.140, inclusive. 

     (Added to NRS by 1965, 1440; A 1987, 1282; 1999, 3568) 

     NRS 201.020  Penalties; jurisdiction. 

     1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, a person who knowingly fails to 
provide for the support of his or her: 

     (a) Spouse or former spouse; 

     (b) Minor child; or 

     (c) Child who upon arriving at the age of majority is unable to provide support for 
himself or herself because of infirmity, incompetency or other legal disability that 
was contracted before the child reached the age of majority, 

 

     2.  A person who violates the provisions of subsection 1 is guilty of a category C 
felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130 if: 

     (a) The person’s arrearages for nonpayment of the child support or spousal 
support ordered by a court total $10,000 or more and have accrued over any period 
since the date that a court first ordered the defendant to provide for such support; or 

     (b) It is a second or subsequent violation of subsection 1 or an offense committed 
in another jurisdiction that, if committed in this State, would be a violation of 
subsection 1, and the person’s arrearages for nonpayment of the child support or 
spousal support ordered by a court total $5,000 or more and have accrued over any 
period since the date that a court first ordered the defendant to provide for such 
support. 

     3.  A prosecution for a violation of subsection 1 may be brought in a court of 
competent jurisdiction in any county in which: 

     (a) A court has issued a valid order for the defendant to pay child support or 
spousal support; 

     (b) The defendant resides; 

     (c) The custodial parent or custodian of the child for whom the defendant owes 
child support resides; 

     (d) The spouse or former spouse to whom the defendant owes spousal support 
resides; or 

     (e) The child for whom the defendant owes child support resides. 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-129.html#NRS129Sec010
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-129.html#NRS129Sec080
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-129.html#NRS129Sec080
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-129.html#NRS129Sec140
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/70th/Stats199922.html#Stats199922page3568
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-193.html#NRS193Sec130


93 

 

     [1:170:1923; NCL § 10516]—(NRS A 1965, 1440; 1967, 474; 1969, 271; 1979, 
1284; 1983, 1878; 1995, 1196; 1999, 1208, 3568; 2001, 278) 

     NRS 201.030  Institution of proceedings: Verified complaint.  Proceedings under 
NRS 201.015 to 201.080, inclusive, may be instituted upon complaint made under 
oath or affirmation by the spouse or child or children, or by any other person, 
including the district attorney, against any person guilty of an offense named in NRS 
201.020. 

     [2:170:1923; NCL § 10517]—(NRS A 1969, 589; 1985, 64; 1999, 3570) 

     NRS 201.051  Affirmative defense: Notice of intent to claim; notice of rebuttal 
witnesses; notice of provisions of section. 

     1.  Except as otherwise provided in this section, in a prosecution for a violation of 
NRS 201.020, the defendant may claim as an affirmative defense that he or she was 
unable to provide the child support or spousal support ordered by a court. 

     2.  In addition to the written notice required by NRS 174.234, a defendant who 
intends to offer the affirmative defense described in subsection 1 shall, not less than 
20 days before trial or at such other time as the court directs, file and serve upon the 
prosecuting attorney a written notice of his or her intent to claim the affirmative 
defense. The written notice must include: 

     (a) The specific affirmative defense that the defendant is asserting; and 

     (b) The name and last known address of each witness by whom the defendant 
proposes to establish the affirmative defense. 

     3.  Not later than 10 days after receiving the written notice set forth in subsection 
2 or at such other time as the court directs, the prosecuting attorney shall file and 
serve upon the defendant a written notice that includes the name and last known 
address of each witness the prosecuting attorney proposes to offer in rebuttal at trial 
to discredit the affirmative defense claimed by the defendant. 

     4.  Each party has a continuing duty to file and serve upon the opposing party any 
change in the last known address of any witness that the party proposes to offer to 
establish or discredit the affirmative defense described in subsection 1. 

     5.  Each party has a continuing duty to disclose promptly the names and last 
known addresses of any additional witnesses which come to the attention of that 
party and which that party proposes to offer to establish or discredit the affirmative 
defense described in subsection 1. 

     6.  If the defendant or prosecuting attorney fails to comply with the requirements 
set forth in this section, in addition to any sanctions or protective orders otherwise 
provided in chapter 174 of NRS, the court may grant a continuance to permit the 
opposing party time to prepare. 
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     7.  A prosecuting attorney shall provide notice of the requirements of this section 
to a defendant when a complaint is served upon the defendant for a violation of NRS 
201.020. 

     8.  For the purposes of this section, a defendant is not “unable to provide the child 
support or spousal support ordered by a court” if, during the period that the 
defendant was obligated to provide and failed to provide child support or spousal 
support, the defendant was: 

     (a) Voluntarily unemployed or underemployed without good cause or to avoid 
payment of child support or spousal support, including, without limitation, not using 
reasonable diligence to secure sufficient employment; or 

     (b) Unable to pay the child support or spousal support ordered by a court because 
of excessive spending, indebtedness or other legal obligation, unless the spending, 
indebtedness or other legal obligation was not within the control of the defendant. 

     (Added to NRS by 1999, 3567) 

     NRS 201.070  Evidence; husband and wife competent witnesses. 

     1.  No other or greater evidence is required to prove the marriage of the husband 
and wife, or that the defendant is the father or mother of the child or children, than is 
required to prove such facts in a civil action. 

     2.  In no prosecution under NRS 201.015 to 201.080, inclusive, does any existing 
statute or rule of law prohibiting the disclosure of confidential communications 
between husband and wife apply, and both husband and wife are competent 
witnesses to testify against each other to any and all relevant matters, including the 
fact of the marriage and the parentage of any child or children, but neither may be 
compelled to give evidence incriminating himself or herself. 

     3.  Proof of the failure of the defendant to provide for the support of the spouse, 
child or children, is prima facie evidence that such failure was knowing. 

     [6:170:1923; NCL § 10521]—(NRS A 1985, 64; 1999, 3570) 

     NRS 201.080  Uniformity of interpretation.  NRS 201.015 to 201.080, inclusive, 
shall be so interpreted and construed as to effectuate their general purpose to make 
uniform the law of those states which enact them. 

     [7:170:1923; NCL § 10522] 

PATERNITY FRAUD 

     NRS 201.085  Definition; penalty. 

     1.  A person is guilty of paternity fraud if the person: 
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     (a) Is ordered by a court to submit, or agrees to submit, to a test for genetic 
identification to determine the paternity of a child and knowingly assists, aids, abets, 
solicits or conspires with another person to have someone other than himself submit 
to the test for the purpose of preventing a determination that he is the father of the 
child; 

     (b) Submits to a test for genetic identification to determine the paternity of a child 
in place of the person who has been ordered to submit, or who has agreed to submit, 
to a test for genetic identification to determine the paternity of a child for the 
purpose of preventing a determination that the person for whom he is taking the test 
is the father of the child; or 

     (c) Knowingly assists, aids, abets, solicits or conspires with another person: 

           (1) To commit a violation of paragraph (a) or (b); or 

           (2) To render inaccurate the results of a test for genetic identification to 
determine the paternity of a child. 

     2.  A person who violates this section is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

     (Added to NRS by 2007, 1022) 

CONTRIBUTORY DELINQUENCY AND NEGLECT OF CHILDREN 

     NRS 201.090  “Neglected child,” “delinquent child” and “child in need of 

supervision” defined.  As used in NRS 201.100 and 201.110, unless the context otherwise 

requires, a “neglected child,” “delinquent child” or “child in need of supervision” means 

any person less than 18 years of age: 

     1.  Who is found begging, receiving or gathering alms, or who is found in any street, 

road or public place for the purpose of so doing, whether actually begging or doing so 

under the pretext of selling or offering for sale any article, or of singing or playing on any 

musical instrument, or of giving any public entertainment or accompanying or being used 

in aid of any person so doing. 

     2.  Who has no parent or guardian, who has no parent or guardian willing to exercise 

or capable of exercising proper parental control, or who has no parent or guardian 

actually exercising such proper parental control, and who is in need of such control. 

     3.  Who is destitute, or who is not provided with the necessities of life by his or her 

parents, and who has no other means of obtaining such necessities. 

     4.  Whose home is an unfit place for the child, by reason of neglect, cruelty or 

depravity of either of his or her parents, or of his or her guardians or other person in 

whose custody or care the child is. 

     5.  Who is found living in any house of ill fame, or with any disreputable person. 
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  6.  Who is found wandering and either has no home, no settled place of abode, no visible 

means of subsistence or no proper guardianship. 

     7.  Who frequents the company of criminals, vagrants or prostitutes, or persons so 

reputed, or who is in any house of prostitution or assignation. 

     8.  Who unlawfully visits a saloon where any spirituous, vinous or malt liquors are 

sold, bartered, exchanged or given away. 

     9.  Who habitually uses intoxicating liquors or who uses opium, cocaine, morphine, or 

other similar drug without the direction of a competent physician. 

     10.  Who persistently or habitually refuses to obey the reasonable and proper orders or 

directions of his or her parents, guardian or custodian, or who is beyond the control of 

such person. 

     11.  Who is a habitual truant from school. 

     12.  Who is leading, or from any cause is in danger of leading, an idle, dissolute, lewd 

or immoral life. 

     13.  Who writes or uses vile, obscene, profane or indecent language, or is guilty of 

indecent, immoral or lascivious conduct. 

     14.  Who violates any law of this State or any ordinance of any town, city or county of 

this State defining crime. 

 Any child who is a runaway, unmanageable or a habitual truant is a child in need of 

supervision as that term is used in title 5 of NRS, and is not a delinquent child. 

     [Part 1:165:1909; A 1911, 382; 1921, 21; 1955, 152]—(NRS A 1973, 1350; 2003, 

1125) 

     NRS 201.100  How offense may be termed.  When the charge against any person 

under NRS 201.090, 201.100 and 201.110 concerns the neglect of a child or children, or 

the problems of a child in need of supervision, the offense, for convenience, may be 

termed “contributory neglect,” and when it concerns the delinquency of a child or 

children, for convenience it may be termed “contributory delinquency.” 

     [Part 1:165:1909; A 1911, 382; 1921, 21; 1955, 152]—(NRS A 1973, 1351) 

     NRS 201.110  Definition; penalties; exception. 

     1.  Except as otherwise provided in this section, any person who commits any act or 

omits the performance of any duty, which act or omission causes or tends to cause or 

encourage any person under the age of 18 to become a “neglected child,” “child in need 

of supervision” or “delinquent child,” as defined in NRS 201.090, 201.100 and 201.110 

or which act or omission contributes thereto, or any person who, by any act or omission, 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/72nd/Stats200308.html#Stats200308page1125
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/72nd/Stats200308.html#Stats200308page1125
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec090
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec100
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec110
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec090
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec100
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec110


97 

 

or by threats, command or persuasion, induces or endeavors to induce any person under 

the age of 18 to perform any act or to follow any course of conduct or to so live as would 

cause or manifestly tend to cause any such person to become or to remain a person who is  

 

a “neglected child,” “child in need of supervision” or “delinquent child,” as defined in 

NRS 201.090, is guilty of contributory neglect or contributory delinquency. Contributory 

neglect or contributory delinquency is a misdemeanor. 

     2.  A person does not commit a violation of subsection 1 by virtue of the sole fact that 

the person delivers or induces the delivery of a child to a provider of emergency services 

pursuant to NRS 432B.630. 

     [Part 1:165:1909; A 1911, 382; 1921, 21; 1955, 152]—(NRS A 1967, 474; 1973, 

1351; 2001, 1265) 

ABORTIONS; CONCEALING BIRTH 

     NRS 201.120  Abortion: Definition; penalty.  A person who: 

     1.  Prescribes, supplies or administers to a woman, whether pregnant or not, or advises 

or causes her to take any medicine, drug or substance; or 

     2.  Uses or causes to be used, any instrument or other means, 

 to terminate a pregnancy, unless done pursuant to the provisions of NRS 442.250, or 

by a woman upon herself upon the advice of a physician acting pursuant to the provisions 

of NRS 442.250, is guilty of abortion which is a category B felony and shall be punished 

by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a 

maximum term of not more than 10 years, and may be further punished by a fine of not 

more than $10,000. 

     [1911 C&P § 182, RL § 6447; NCL § 10129]—(NRS A 1967, 475; 1973, 1639; 1979, 

1428; 1995, 1197) 

     NRS 201.130  Selling drugs to produce miscarriage; penalty.  Every person who shall 

manufacture, sell or give away any instrument, drug, medicine or other substance, 

knowing or intending that the same may be unlawfully used in procuring the miscarriage 

of a woman, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

     [1911 C&P § 183; RL § 6448; NCL § 10130] 

     NRS 201.140  Evidence.  In any prosecution for abortion, attempting abortion, or 

selling drugs unlawfully, no person shall be excused from testifying as a witness on the 

ground that the testimony would tend to incriminate him or her, but such testimony shall 

not be used against the person testifying in any criminal prosecution except for perjury in 

giving such testimony. 
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     [1911 C&P § 184; RL § 6449; NCL § 10131] 

     NRS 201.150  Concealing birth; penalty.  Every person who shall endeavor to conceal 

the birth of a child by any disposition of its dead body, whether the child died before or 

after its birth, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

     [1911 C&P § 185; RL § 6450; NCL § 10132] 

BIGAMY, INCEST, SEXUAL ACTS IN PUBLIC AND CRIME AGAINST NATURE 

INVOLVING MINOR 

     NRS 201.160  Bigamy: Definition; penalty. 

     1.  Bigamy consists in the having of two wives or two husbands at one time, knowing 

that the former husband or wife is still alive. 

     2.  If a married person marries any other person while the former husband or wife is 

alive, the person so offending is guilty of a category D felony and shall be punished as 

provided in NRS 193.130. 

     3.  It is not necessary to prove either of the marriages by the register and certificate 

thereof, or other record evidence, but those marriages may be proved by such evidence as 

is admissible to prove a marriage in other cases, and when the second marriage has taken 

place without this State, cohabitation in this State after the second marriage constitutes the 

commission of the crime of bigamy. 

     4.  This section does not extend: 

     (a) To a person whose husband or wife has been continually absent from that person 

for the space of 5 years before the second marriage, if he or she did not know the husband 

or wife to be living within that time. 

     (b) To a person who is, at the time of the second marriage, divorced by lawful 

authority from the bonds of the former marriage, or to a person where the former marriage 

has been by lawful authority declared void. 

     [1911 C&P § 191; RL § 6456; NCL § 10138]—(NRS A 1967, 475; 1979, 1428; 1995, 

1197) 

     NRS 201.170  Marrying person already married; penalty.  If a person, being 

unmarried, knowingly marries the husband or wife of another, that person is guilty of a 

category D felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     [1911 C&P § 192; RL § 6457; NCL § 10139]—(NRS A 1967, 475; 1979, 1429; 1995, 

1198) 

     NRS 201.180  Incest: Definition; penalty.  Persons being within the degree of 

consanguinity within which marriages are declared by law to be incestuous and void who 
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intermarry with each other or who commit fornication or adultery with each other shall be 

punished for a category A felony by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term 

of not less than 2 years and a maximum term of life with the possibility of parole, and 

may be further punished by a fine of not more than $10,000. 

     [1911 C&P § 193; RL § 6458; NCL § 10140]—(NRS A 1979, 1429; 1995, 1198; 

2005, 2877) 

     NRS 201.190  Commission of certain sexual acts in public: Definition; penalty. 

 Except as otherwise provided in NRS 200.366 and 201.230, a person of full age who 

commits anal intercourse, cunnilingus or fellatio in public is guilty of a category D felony 

and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     [1911 C&P § 194; A 1951, 524]—(NRS A 1963, 62; 1967, 475; 1973, 95, 254; 1977, 

866, 1632; 1993, 515; 1995, 1198) 

     NRS 201.195  Solicitation of minor to engage in acts constituting crime against nature; 

penalties. 

     1.  A person who incites, entices or solicits a minor to engage in acts which constitute 

the infamous crime against nature: 

     (a) If the minor actually engaged in such acts as a result and: 

           (1) The minor was less than 14 years of age, is guilty of a category "A" felony and 

shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life with the possibility of 

parole, with eligibility for parole beginning when a minimum of 10 years has been served. 

           (2) The minor was 14 years of age or older, is guilty of a category A felony and 

shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life with the possibility of 

parole, with eligibility for parole beginning when a minimum of 5 years has been served. 

     (b) If the minor did not engage in such acts: 

           (1) For the first offense, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

           (2) For any subsequent offense, is guilty of a category "A" felony and shall be 

punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life with the possibility of parole, with 

eligibility for parole beginning when a minimum of 5 years has been served. 

     2.  As used in this section, the “infamous crime against nature” means anal intercourse, 

cunnilingus or fellatio between natural persons of the same sex. Any sexual penetration, 

however slight, is sufficient to complete the infamous crime against nature. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 662; A 1989, 1511; 1991, 1007; 1993, 515; 1995, 1198; 

1997, 1721, 2500, 3187; 1999, 470, 472; 2005, 2877) 

INTENTIONAL TRANSMISSION OF HUMAN IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS 
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     NRS 201.205  Penalty; affirmative defense. 

     1.  A person who, after testing positive in a test approved by the State Board of Health 

for exposure to the human immunodeficiency virus and receiving actual notice of that 

fact, intentionally, knowingly or willfully engages in conduct in a manner that is intended 

or likely to transmit the disease to another person is guilty of a category B felony and 

shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term of not less than 

2 years and a maximum term of not more than 10 years, or by a fine of not more than 

$10,000, or by both fine and imprisonment. 

     2.  It is an affirmative defense to an offense charged pursuant to subsection 1 that the 

person who was subject to exposure to the human immunodeficiency virus as a result of 

the prohibited conduct: 

     (a) Knew the defendant was infected with the human immunodeficiency virus; 

     (b) Knew the conduct could result in exposure to the human immunodeficiency virus; 

and 

     (c) Consented to engage in the conduct with that knowledge. 

     (Added to NRS by 1993, 1943; A 1995, 1199) 

LEWDNESS AND INDECENT EXPOSURE 

     NRS 201.210  Open or gross lewdness; penalty. 

     1.  A person who commits any act of open or gross lewdness is guilty: 

     (a) For the first offense, of a gross misdemeanor. 

     (b) For any subsequent offense, of a category D felony and shall be punished as 

provided in NRS 193.130. 

     2.  For the purposes of this section, the breast feeding of a child by the mother of the 

child does not constitute an act of open or gross lewdness. 

     [Part 1911 C&P § 195; A 1921, 112; NCL § 10142]—(NRS A 1963, 63; 1965, 1465; 

1967, 476; 1973, 95, 255, 1406; 1977, 866; 1979, 1429; 1983, 206; 1991, 1008; 1995, 

127, 1199, 1327; 1997, 2501, 3188) 

     NRS 201.220  Indecent or obscene exposure; penalty. 

     1.  A person who makes any open and indecent or obscene exposure of his or her 

person, or of the person of another, is guilty: 

     (a) For the first offense, of a gross misdemeanor. 
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     (b) For any subsequent offense, of a category D felony and shall be punished as 

provided in NRS 193.130. 

     2.  For the purposes of this section, the breast feeding of a child by the mother of the 

child does not constitute an act of open and indecent or obscene exposure of her body. 

     [Part 1911 C&P § 195; A 1921, 112; NCL § 10142]—(NRS A 1965, 1465; 1967, 476; 

1973, 96, 255, 1406; 1977, 867; 1979, 1429; 1983, 206; 1991, 1008; 1995, 127, 1200, 

1327; 1997, 2501, 3189) 

     NRS 201.230  Lewdness with child under 14 years; penalties. 

     1.  A person who willfully and lewdly commits any lewd or lascivious act, other than 

acts constituting the crime of sexual assault, upon or with the body, or any part or member 

thereof, of a child under the age of 14 years, with the intent of arousing, appealing to, or 

gratifying the lust or passions or sexual desires of that person or of that child, is guilty of 

lewdness with a child. 

     2.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person who commits lewdness with 

a child is guilty of a category A felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 

prison for life with the possibility of parole, with eligibility for parole beginning when a 

minimum of 10 years has been served, and may be further punished by a fine of not more 

than $10,000. 

     3.  A person who commits lewdness with a child and who has been previously 

convicted of: 

     (a) Lewdness with a child pursuant to this section or any other sexual offense against a 

child; or 

     (b) An offense committed in another jurisdiction that, if committed in this State, would 

constitute lewdness with a child pursuant to this section or any other sexual offense 

against a child, 

 is guilty of a category A felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 

prison for life without the possibility of parole. 

     4.  For the purpose of this section, “other sexual offense against a child” has the 

meaning ascribed to it in subsection 5 of NRS 200.366. 

     [1911 C&P § 195 1/2; added 1925, 17; A 1947, 24; 1943 NCL § 10143]—(NRS A 

1961, 92; 1967, 477; 1973, 96, 255, 1406; 1977, 867, 1632; 1979, 1430; 1983, 207; 

1991, 1009; 1995, 1200; 1997, 1722, 2502, 3190; 1999, 470, 472; 2003, 2826; 2005, 

2877) 

     NRS 201.232  Breast feeding: Legislative intent; authorized in any public or private 

location where mother is authorized to be. 
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     1.  The Legislature finds and declares that: 

     (a) The medical profession in the United States recommends that children from birth to 

the age of 1 year should be breast fed, unless under particular circumstances it is 

medically inadvisable. 

     (b) Despite the recommendation of the medical profession, statistics reveal a declining 

percentage of mothers who are choosing to breast feed their babies. 

     (c) Many new mothers are now choosing to use formula rather than to breast feed even 

before they leave the hospital, and only a small percentage of all mothers are still breast 

feeding when their babies are 6 months old. 

     (d) In addition to the benefit of improving bonding between mothers and their babies, 

breast feeding offers better nutrition, digestion and immunity for babies than does formula 

feeding, and it may increase the intelligence quotient of a child. Babies who are breast fed 

have lower rates of death, meningitis, childhood leukemia and other cancers, diabetes, 

respiratory illnesses, bacterial and viral infections, diarrheal diseases, otitis media, 

allergies, obesity and developmental delays. 

     (e) Breast feeding also provides significant benefits to the health of the mother, 

including protection against breast cancer and other cancers, osteoporosis and infections 

of the urinary tract. The incidence of breast cancer in the United States might be reduced 

by 25 percent if every woman breast fed all her children until they reached the age of 2 

years. 

     (f) The World Health Organization and the United Nations Children’s Fund have 

established as one of their major goals for the decade the encouragement of breast 

feeding. 

     (g) The social constraints of modern society weigh against the choice of breast feeding 

and lead new mothers with demanding time schedules to opt for formula feeding to avoid 

embarrassment, social ostracism or criminal prosecution. 

     (h) Any genuine promotion of family values should encourage public acceptance of 

this most basic act of nurture between a mother and her baby, and no mother should be 

made to feel incriminated or socially ostracized for breast feeding her child. 

     2.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a mother may breast feed her child in 

any public or private location where the mother is otherwise authorized to be, irrespective 

of whether the nipple of the mother’s breast is uncovered during or incidental to the breast 

feeding. 

     (Added to NRS by 1995, 126) 
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OBSCENITY 

     NRS 201.235  Definitions.  In NRS 201.235 to 201.254, inclusive, unless the context 

otherwise requires: 

     1.  “Community” means the area from which a jury is or would be selected for the 

court in which the action is tried. 

     2.  “Item” includes any book, leaflet, pamphlet, magazine, booklet, picture, drawing, 

photograph, film, negative, slide, motion picture, figure, object, article, novelty device, 

recording, transcription, phonograph record or tape recording, videotape or videodisc, 

with or without music, or other similar items. 

     3.  “Material” means anything tangible which is capable of being used or adapted to 

arouse interest, whether through the medium of reading, observation, sound or in any 

other manner. 

     4.  “Obscene” means any item, material or performance which: 

     (a) An average person applying contemporary community standards would find, taken 

as a whole, appeals to prurient interest; 

     (b) Taken as a whole lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value; and 

     (c) Does one of the following: 

           (1) Depicts or describes in a patently offensive way ultimate sexual acts, normal or 

perverted, actual or simulated. 

           (2) Depicts or describes in a patently offensive way masturbation, excretory 

functions, sadism or masochism. 

           (3) Lewdly exhibits the genitals. 

 Appeal shall be judged with reference to ordinary adults, unless it appears, from the 

character of the material or the circumstances of its dissemination, to be designed for 

children or a clearly defined deviant group. 

     5.  “Performance” means any play, motion picture, dance or other exhibition 

performed before an audience. 

     [1911 C&P § 196; A 1955, 907]—(NRS A 1963, 1171; 1965, 584; 1971, 205, 493; 

1979, 364)—(Substituted in revision for NRS 201.250) 

NRS 201.237  Exemptions.  The provisions of NRS 201.235 to 201.254, inclusive, do not 

apply to those universities, schools, museums or libraries which are operated by or are 

under the direct control  
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of the State, or any political subdivision of the State, or to persons while acting as 

employees of such organizations. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 363) 

     NRS 201.239  Power of county, city or town to regulate obscenity.  The provisions of 

NRS 201.235 to 201.254, inclusive, do not preclude any county, city or town from 

adopting an ordinance further regulating obscenity if its provisions do not conflict with 

these statutes. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 364) 

     NRS 201.241  Action to declare item or material obscene and obtain injunction. 

     1.  The district attorney or city attorney of any county or city, respectively, in which 

there is an item or material which the district attorney or city attorney believes to be 

obscene, may file a complaint in the district court seeking to have the item or material 

declared obscene and to enjoin the possessor and the owner from selling, renting, 

exhibiting, reproducing, manufacturing or distributing it and from possessing it for any 

purpose other than personal use. 

     2.  In such an action, no temporary restraining order may be issued. 

     3.  A trial on the merits must be held not earlier than 5 days after the answer is filed no 

later than 35 days after the complaint is filed. The court shall render a decision within 2 

days after the conclusion of the trial. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 363; A 1981, 1688) 

     NRS 201.243  Evidence probative of obscenity of material or item.  In prosecutions 

under NRS 201.235 to 201.254, inclusive, evidence of circumstances of production, 

dissemination, sale or publicity of the material or item, which indicates it is being 

commercially exploited by the defendant for its prurient appeal, is probative of the 

obscenity of the material or item and can justify the conclusion that it is, taken as a whole, 

without serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 364) 

     NRS 201.245  Surrender, seizure and destruction of obscene item or material; 

undertaking not required for injunction; defendant chargeable with knowledge of contents 

after service of summons and complaint. 

     1.  If a final judgment declaring an item or material obscene is entered against its 

owner or possessor, the judgment shall contain a provision directing the owner or 

possessor to surrender to the sheriff of the county in which the action was brought the 

item or material declared obscene and a direction to the sheriff to seize and destroy it. 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec235
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec254
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec235
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec254


105 

 

     2.  In any action brought to declare an item or material obscene, the district attorney or 

city attorney bringing the action is not required to file an undertaking before an injunction 

is issued. 

     3.  A sheriff directed to seize an obscene item or material is not liable for damages 

sustained by reason of the injunction in cases where judgment ultimately is rendered in 

favor of the person, firm, association or corporation sought to be enjoined. 

     4.  Every person, firm, association or corporation who sells, distributes, or acquires 

possession with intent to sell or distribute any allegedly obscene item or material, after 

service upon the person, firm, association or corporation of a summons and complaint in 

an action brought to declare an item or material obscene is chargeable with knowledge of 

the contents of the item or material. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 363) 

     NRS 201.247  Payment to city or county of value received from sale of obscene 

materials after judgment or injunction.  If a district court enters a judgment that an item or 

material is obscene and that item or material, or one substantially identical thereto, is sold 

after that judgment or injunction, the court shall order an accounting to determine the 

value of all money and other consideration received by the defendant which was derived 

from the obscene item or material after the court judged it to be obscene. The defendant 

shall pay a sum equivalent to that value into the general fund of the city or county which 

prosecuted the action. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 364) 

     NRS 201.249  Production, sale, distribution, exhibition and possession of obscene 

items or materials; penalty.  Except as otherwise provided in NRS 201.237 and except 

under the circumstances described in NRS 200.720 or 200.725, a person is guilty of a 

misdemeanor who knowingly: 

     1.  Prints, produces or reproduces any obscene item or material for sale or commercial 

distribution. 

     2.  Publishes, sells, rents, transports in intrastate commerce, or commercially 

distributes or exhibits any obscene item or material, or offers to do any such things. 

     3.  Has in his or her possession with intent to sell, rent, transport or commercially 

distribute any obscene item or material. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 364; A 1995, 951) 

     NRS 201.251  Coercing acceptance of obscene articles or publications; penalty. 

     1.  A person, firm, association or corporation shall not, as a condition to any sale, 

allocation, consignment or delivery for resale of any item or material, require that the 

purchaser or consignee receive for resale any other item or material which is obscene. A 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec237
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-200.html#NRS200Sec720
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-200.html#NRS200Sec725


106 

 

person, firm, association or corporation shall not deny or threaten to deny any franchise or 

impose or threaten to impose any penalty, financial or otherwise, for the failure or refusal 

of any person to accept any obscene item or material or for the return thereof. 

     2.  A person, firm, association or corporation who violates any provision of this 

section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 364) 

NRS 201.253  Obscene, indecent or immoral shows, acts or performances; penalty. 

 Except under the circumstances described in NRS 200.710, every person who knowingly 

causes to be performed or exhibited, or engages in the performance or exhibition of, any 

obscene, indecent or immoral show, act or performance is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

     (Added to NRS by 1967, 482; A 1995, 952) 

     NRS 201.254  Exemption of stagehands and movie projectionists from criminal 

liability when possessing or exhibiting obscene material directly related to their work.  A 

motion picture machine operator or a stagehand is not criminally liable for exhibiting or 

possessing with the intent to exhibit any obscene material if: 

     1.  Such exhibition or possession is a part of the motion picture he or she is projecting 

or part of the stage show for which he or she is employed as a stagehand; and 

     2.  The operator or stagehand has no financial interest, except wages, and no 

managerial responsibility in his or her place of employment. 

     (Added to NRS by 1969, 352) 

OBSCENE, THREATENING OR ANNOYING TELEPHONE CALLS 

     NRS 201.255  Penalties. 

     1.  Any person who willfully makes a telephone call and addresses any obscene 

language, representation or suggestion to or about any person receiving such call or 

addresses to such other person any threat to inflict injury to the person or property of the 

person addressed or any member of the person’s family is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

     2.  Every person who makes a telephone call with intent to annoy another is, whether 

or not conversation ensues from making the telephone call, guilty of a misdemeanor. 

     3.  Any violation of subsections 1 and 2 is committed at the place at which the 

telephone call or calls were made and at the place where the telephone call or calls were 

received, and may be prosecuted at either place. 

     (Added to NRS by 1967, 98; A 1971, 855) 

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-200.html#NRS200Sec710
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EXHIBITION AND SALE OF OBSCENE MATERIAL TO MINORS 

     NRS 201.256  Definitions.  As used in NRS 201.256 to 201.2655, inclusive, unless the 

context otherwise requires, the words and terms defined in NRS 201.257 to 201.264, 

inclusive, have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections. 

     (Added to NRS by 1969, 513; A 1997, 1314, 2662) 

     NRS 201.2565  “Distribute” defined.  “Distribute” means to transfer possession with 

or without consideration. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2662) 

     NRS 201.257  “Harmful to minors” defined.  “Harmful to minors” means that quality 

of any description or representation, whether constituting all or a part of the material 

considered, in whatever form, of nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement or sado-

masochistic abuse which predominantly appeals to the prurient, shameful or morbid 

interest of minors, is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community 

with respect to what is suitable material for minors, and is without serious literary, artistic, 

political or scientific value. 

     (Added to NRS by 1969, 513; A 1981, 1689) 

     NRS 201.2581  “Material” defined.  “Material” means: 

     1.  A book, pamphlet, magazine, newspaper, printed advertising or other printed or 

written material; 

     2.  A motion picture, photograph, picture, drawing, statue, sculpture or other visual 

representation or image; or 

     3.  A transcription, recording or live or recorded telephone message. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2662) 

     NRS 201.259  “Minor” defined.  “Minor” means any person under the age of 18 years, 

but as applied to the showing of a motion picture excludes any person employed on the 

premises where the motion picture is shown. 

     (Added to NRS by 1969, 513) 

     NRS 201.2595  “Motion picture” defined.  “Motion picture” means a film or a video 

recording, whether or not it has been rated appropriate for a particular audience, that is: 

     1.  Placed on a videodisc or videotape; or 

     2.  To be shown in a theater or on television, 

 and includes, without limitation, a cartoon or an animated film. 
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     (Added to NRS by 1997, 1314; A 1997, 2663) 

     NRS 201.261  “Nudity” defined.  “Nudity” means: 

     1.  The showing of the human female breast with less than a fully opaque covering of 

any portion of the areola and nipple; 

     2.  The showing of the human male or female genitals or pubic area with less than a 

fully opaque covering of any portion thereof; or 

     3.  The depiction of the human male genitals in a discernible turgid state whether or 

not covered. 

     (Added to NRS by 1969, 513; A 1999, 1360) 

     NRS 201.262  “Sado-masochistic abuse” defined.  “Sado-masochistic abuse” means: 

 1.  Flagellation or torture practiced by or upon a person whether or not clad in 

undergarments, a mask or bizarre costume; or 

     2.  The condition of being fettered, bound or otherwise physically restrained. 

     (Added to NRS by 1969, 513; A 1981, 1689) 

     NRS 201.263  “Sexual conduct” defined.  “Sexual conduct” means acts of 

masturbation, homosexuality, sexual intercourse or physical contact with a person’s 

unclothed genitals or pubic area. 

     (Added to NRS by 1969, 513) 

     NRS 201.264  “Sexual excitement” defined.  “Sexual excitement” means the condition 

of human male or female genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal. 

     (Added to NRS by 1969, 513) 

     NRS 201.265  Unlawful acts; penalty.  Except as otherwise provided in NRS 200.720 

and 201.2655, and unless a greater penalty is provided pursuant to NRS 201.560, a 

person is guilty of a misdemeanor if the person knowingly: 

     1.  Distributes or causes to be distributed to a minor material that is harmful to minors, 

unless the person is the parent, guardian or spouse of the minor. 

     2.  Exhibits for distribution to an adult in such a manner or location as to allow a minor 

to view or to have access to examine material that is harmful to minors, unless the person 

is the parent, guardian or spouse of the minor. 

     3.  Sells to a minor an admission ticket or pass for or otherwise admits a minor for 

monetary consideration to any presentation of material that is harmful to minors, unless 

the minor is accompanied by his or her parent, guardian or spouse. 
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     4.  Misrepresents that he or she is the parent, guardian or spouse of a minor for the 

purpose of: 

     (a) Distributing to the minor material that is harmful to minors; or 

     (b) Obtaining admission of the minor to any presentation of material that is harmful to 

minors. 

     5.  Misrepresents his or her age as 18 or over for the purpose of obtaining: 

     (a) Material that is harmful to minors; or 

     (b) Admission to any presentation of material that is harmful to minors. 

     6.  Sells or rents motion pictures which contain material that is harmful to minors on 

the premises of a business establishment open to minors, unless the person creates an area 

within the establishment for the placement of the motion pictures and any material that 

advertises the sale or rental of the motion pictures which: 

     (a) Prevents minors from observing the motion pictures or any material that advertises 

the sale or rental of the motion pictures; and 

 (b) Is labeled, in a prominent and conspicuous location, “Adults Only.” 

     (Added to NRS by 1969, 513; A 1971, 161, 495; 1981, 1689; 1995, 952; 1997, 1314, 

2662; 2003, 430, 1375) 

     NRS 201.2655  Exemptions.  The provisions of NRS 201.256 to 201.2655, inclusive, 

do not apply to: 

     1.  A university, community college, school, museum or library which is operated by 

or which is under the direct control of this state or a political subdivision of this state; or 

     2.  An employee or independent contractor of an institution listed in subsection 1, if 

the employee or independent contractor is acting within the scope of his or her 

employment or contractual relationship. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2662) 

CRIMES AGAINST RELIGION 

     NRS 201.270  Disturbing religious meetings; penalty.  Every person who shall 

willfully disturb, interrupt or disquiet any assemblage or congregation of people met for 

religious worship: 

     1.  By noisy, rude or indecent behavior, profane discourse, either within the place 

where such meeting is held, or so near it as to disturb the order and solemnity of the 

meeting; 
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     2.  By exhibiting shows or plays, or promoting any racing of animals, or gaming of any 

description, or engaging in any boisterous or noisy amusement; 

     3.  By disturbing in any manner, without authority of law within 1 mile thereof, free 

passage along a highway to the place of such meeting, or by maliciously cutting or 

otherwise injuring or disturbing a conveyance or other property belonging to any person 

in attendance upon such meeting; or 

     4.  By menacing, threatening or assaulting any person therein, 

 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

     [1911 C&P § 213; RL § 6478; NCL § 10161] + [1911 C&P § 332; RL § 6597; NCL § 

10280] 

     NRS 201.280  Selling liquor at camp meetings; penalty.  Every person who shall erect 

or keep a booth, tent, stall or other contrivance for the purpose of selling or otherwise 

disposing of any wine, or spirituous or fermented liquors, or any drink of which wine, 

spirituous or fermented liquors form a part, within 1 mile of any camp or field meeting for 

religious worship, during the time of holding such meeting, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

     [1911 C&P § 333; RL § 6598; NCL § 10281]—(NRS A 1967, 477) 

DESECRATION OF FLAGS 

     NRS 201.290  Penalty; exception. 

     1.  Any person who, in any manner, for exhibition or display, puts or causes to be 

placed any inscription, design, device, symbol, portrait, name, advertisement, words, 

character, marks or notice, or sets or places any goods, wares and merchandise whatever 

upon any flag or ensign of the United States, or state flag of this State, or ensign, 

evidently purporting to be either of the flags or ensign, or who in any manner appends, 

annexes, or affixes to any such flag or ensign any inscription, design, device, symbol, 

portrait, name, advertisement, words, marks, notice or token whatever, or who displays or 

exhibits or causes to be displayed or exhibited any flag or ensign, evidently purporting to 

be either of the flags, upon which shall in any manner be put, attached, annexed or affixed 

any inscription, design, device, symbol, portrait, name, advertisement, words, marks, 

notice or token whatever, or who publicly or willfully mutilates, tramples upon, or who 

tears down or willfully and maliciously removes while owned by others, or defames, 

slanders, or speaks evilly or in a contemptuous manner of or otherwise defaces or defiles 

any of the flags, or ensign, which are public or private property, shall be deemed guilty of 

a misdemeanor. 

     2.  This section shall not apply to flags or ensigns the property of or used in the service 

of the United States or of this State, upon which inscriptions, names of actions, words, 

marks or symbols are placed pursuant to law or authorized regulations. 

     [1911 C&P § 338; A 1919, 438; 1919 RL § 6603; NCL § 10286] 
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PANDERING, PROSTITUTION AND DISORDERLY HOUSES 

     NRS 201.295  Definitions.  As used in NRS 201.295 to 201.440, inclusive, unless the 

context otherwise requires: 

     1.  “Adult” means a person 18 years of age or older. 

     2.  “Child” means a person less than 18 years of age. 

     3.  “Prostitute” means a male or female person who for a fee engages in sexual 

intercourse, oral-genital contact or any touching of the sexual organs or other intimate 

parts of a person for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of either 

person. 

     4.  “Prostitution” means engaging in sexual conduct for a fee. 

     5.  “Sexual conduct” means any of the acts enumerated in subsection 3. 

     (Added to NRS by 1979, 302; A 1987, 2028; 1997, 295; 2009, 575) 

     NRS 201.300  Pandering: Definition; penalties; exception. 

     1.  A person who: 

     (a) Induces, persuades, encourages, inveigles, entices or compels a person to become a 

prostitute or to continue to engage in prostitution; 

     (b) By threats, violence or by any device or scheme, causes, induces, persuades, 

encourages, takes, places, harbors, inveigles or entices a person to become an inmate of a 

house of prostitution or assignation place, or any place where prostitution is practiced, 

encouraged or allowed; 

     (c) By threats, violence, or by any device or scheme, by fraud or artifice, or by duress 

of person or goods, or by abuse of any position of confidence or authority, or having legal 

charge, takes, places, harbors, inveigles, entices, persuades, encourages or procures a 

person to enter any place within this state in which prostitution is practiced, encouraged 

or allowed, for the purpose of prostitution; 

     (d) By promises, threats, violence, or by any device or scheme, by fraud or artifice, by 

duress of person or goods, or abuse of any position of confidence or authority or having 

legal charge, takes, places, harbors, inveigles, entices, persuades, encourages or procures 

a person of previous chaste character to enter any place within this state in which 

prostitution is practiced, encouraged or allowed, for the purpose of sexual intercourse; 

     (e) Takes or detains a person with the intent to compel the person by force, threats, 

menace or duress to marry him or her or any other person; or 
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     (f) Receives, gives or agrees to receive or give any money or thing of value for 

procuring or attempting to procure a person to become a prostitute or to come into this 

state or leave this state for the purpose of prostitution, 

 is guilty of pandering. 

     2.  A person who is found guilty of pandering: 

     (a) An adult: 

           (1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

adult, is guilty of a category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

           (2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

adult, is guilty of a category D felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     (b) A child: 

           (1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

child, is guilty of a category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 

prison for a minimum term of not less than 2 years and a maximum term of not more than 

20 years and may be further punished by a fine of not more than $20,000. 

           (2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

child, is guilty of a category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 

prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 

10 years and may be further punished by a fine of not more than $10,000. 

     3.  This section does not apply to the customer of a prostitute. 

     [1:233:1913; 1919 RL p. 3379; NCL § 10537]—(NRS A 1959, 7; 1967, 477; 1977, 

1054; 1979, 1430; 1995, 1201; 1997, 295) 

NRS 201.310  Pandering: Placing spouse in brothel; penalties. 

     1.  A person who by force, fraud, intimidation or threats, places, or procures any other 

person to place, his or her spouse in a house of prostitution or compels his or her spouse 

to lead a life of prostitution is guilty of pandering and shall be punished: 

     (a) Where physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

spouse, for a category C felony as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     (b) Where no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used, for a 

category D felony as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     2.  Upon the trial of any offense mentioned in this section, either spouse is a competent 

witness for or against the other spouse, with or without the other’s consent, and may be 

compelled so to testify. 
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     [2:233:1913; 1919 RL p. 3380; NCL § 10538]—(NRS A 1967, 478; 1979, 302, 1431; 

1995, 1202) 

     NRS 201.320  Living from earnings of prostitute; penalty. 

     1.  A person who knowingly accepts, receives, levies or appropriates any money or 

other valuable thing, without consideration, from the proceeds of any prostitute, is guilty 

of a category D felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     2.  Any such acceptance, receipt, levy or appropriation of money or valuable thing 

upon any proceedings or trial for violation of this section is presumptive evidence of lack 

of consideration. 

     [3:233:1913; 1919 RL p. 3380; NCL § 10539]—(NRS A 1967, 478; 1979, 303; 1995, 

1202) 

     NRS 201.330  Pandering: Detaining person in brothel because of debt; penalties. 

     1.  A person who attempts to detain another person in a disorderly house or house of 

prostitution because of any debt or debts the other person has contracted or is said to have 

contracted while living in the house is guilty of pandering. 

     2.  A person who is found guilty of pandering: 

     (a) An adult: 

           (1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

adult, is guilty of a category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

           (2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

adult, is guilty of a category D felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     (b) A child: 

           (1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

child, is guilty of a category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 

prison for a minimum term of not less than 2 years and a maximum term of not more than 

20 years and may be further punished by a fine of not more than $20,000. 

(2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the child, is 

guilty of a category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for 

a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 10 years 

and may be further punished by a fine of not more than $10,000. 

     [4:233:1913; 1919 RL p. 3380; NCL § 10540]—(NRS A 1967, 479; 1979, 303, 1431; 

1995, 1202; 1997, 296) 

     NRS 201.340  Pandering: Furnishing transportation; penalties. 
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     1.  A person who knowingly transports or causes to be transported, by any means of 

conveyance, into, through or across this state, or who aids or assists in obtaining such 

transportation for a person with the intent to induce, persuade, encourage, inveigle, entice 

or compel that person to become a prostitute or to continue to engage in prostitution is 

guilty of pandering. 

     2.  A person who is found guilty of pandering: 

     (a) An adult: 

           (1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

adult, is guilty of a category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

           (2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

adult, is guilty of a category D felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     (b) A child: 

           (1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

child, is guilty of a category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 

prison for a minimum term of not less than 2 years and a maximum term of not more than 

20 years and may be further punished by a fine of not more than $20,000. 

           (2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

child, is guilty of a category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 

prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 

10 years and may be further punished by a fine of not more than $10,000. 

     3.  A person who violates subsection 1 may be prosecuted, indicted, tried and 

convicted in any county or city in or through which he or she transports or attempts to 

transport the person. 

     [5:233:1913; 1919 RL p. 3380; NCL § 10541]—(NRS A 1967, 479; 1977, 1055; 

1979, 1432; 1995, 1202; 1997, 297) 

     NRS 201.350  Venue for trial of offenses constituting pandering.  It shall not be a 

defense to a prosecution for any of the acts prohibited in NRS 201.300 to 201.340, 

inclusive, that any part of such act or acts shall have been committed outside this state, 

and the offense shall in such case be deemed and alleged to have been committed, and the 

offender tried and punished, in any county in which the prostitution was consummated, or 

any overt act in furtherance of the offense shall have been committed. 

 [6:233:1913; 1919 RL p. 3381; NCL § 10542] 

     NRS 201.351  Forfeiture of assets derived from or relating to pandering child; 

temporary restraining order to preserve property subject to forfeiture; use of proceeds 

derived from forfeiture. 
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     1.  All assets derived from or relating to any violation of NRS 201.300 to 201.340, 

inclusive, in which the victim of the offense is a child when the offense is committed are 

subject to forfeiture pursuant to NRS 179.121 and a proceeding for their forfeiture may be 

brought pursuant to NRS 179.1156 to 179.121, inclusive. 

     2.  In any proceeding for forfeiture brought pursuant to NRS 179.1156 to 179.121, 

inclusive, the plaintiff may apply for, and a court may issue without notice or hearing, a 

temporary restraining order to preserve property which would be subject to forfeiture 

pursuant to this section if: 

     (a) The forfeitable property is in the possession or control of the party against whom 

the order will be entered; and 

     (b) The court determines that the nature of the property is such that it can be 

concealed, disposed of or placed beyond the jurisdiction of the court before a hearing on 

the matter. 

     3.  A temporary restraining order which is issued without notice may be issued for not 

more than 10 days and may be extended only for good cause or by consent. The court 

shall provide notice and hold a hearing on the matter before the order expires. 

     4.  Any proceeds derived from a forfeiture of property pursuant to this section and 

remaining after the distribution required by subsection 1 of NRS 179.118 must be 

deposited with the county treasurer and distributed to programs for the prevention of child 

prostitution which are designated to receive such distributions by the district attorney of 

the county. 

     (Added to NRS by 2009, 574) 

    NRS 201.352  Additional fine for pandering child and conspiring to pander child. 

     1.  If a person is convicted of a violation of any provision of NRS 201.300 to 201.340, 

inclusive, and the victim of the violation is a child who is: 

     (a) At least 14 years of age but less than 18 years of age when the offense is 

committed, the court may, in addition to the punishment prescribed by statute for the 

offense and any fine imposed pursuant to subsection 2, impose a fine of not more than 

$100,000. 

     (b) Less than 14 years of age when the offense is committed, the court may, in addition 

to the term of imprisonment prescribed by statute for the offense and any fine imposed 

pursuant to subsection 2, impose a fine of not more than $500,000. 

     2.  If a person is convicted of a violation of any provision of NRS 201.300 to 201.340, 

inclusive, the victim of the offense is a child when the offense is committed and the 

offense also involves a conspiracy to commit a violation of NRS 201.300 to 201.340, 

inclusive, the court may, in addition to the punishment prescribed by statute for the 
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offense of a provision of NRS 201.300 to 201.340, inclusive, and any fine imposed 

pursuant to subsection 1, impose a fine of not more than $500,000. 

     3.  The provisions of subsections 1 and 2 do not create a separate offense but provide 

an additional penalty for the primary offense, the imposition of which is contingent upon 

the finding of the prescribed fact. 

     (Added to NRS by 2009, 574) 

     NRS 201.354  Engaging in prostitution or solicitation for prostitution: Penalty; 

exception. 

     1.  It is unlawful for any person to engage in prostitution or solicitation therefore, 

except in a licensed house of prostitution. 

     2.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person who violates subsection 1 is 

guilty of a misdemeanor. 

     3.  A person who violates subsection 1 by soliciting a child for prostitution is guilty of 

a category E felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     (Added to NRS by 1987, 2027; A 1991, 462; 2009, 1245) 

     NRS 201.356  Test for exposure to human immunodeficiency virus required; payment 

of costs; notification of results of test. 

     1.  Any person who is arrested for a violation of NRS 201.354 must submit to a test, 

approved by regulation of the State Board of Health, to detect exposure to the human 

immunodeficiency virus. The State Board of Health shall not approve a test for use that 

does not provide the arresting law enforcement agency with the results of the test within 

30 days after a person submits to the test. If the person is convicted of a violation of NRS 

201.354, the person shall pay the sum of $100 for the cost of the test. 

     2.  The person performing the test shall immediately transmit the results of the test to 

the arresting law enforcement agency. If the results of the test are negative, the agency 

shall inform the court of that fact. If the results of the test are positive, the agency shall 

upon receipt: 

     (a) Mail the results by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the person arrested at 

his or her last known address and place the returned receipt in the agency’s file; or 

     (b) If the person arrested is in the custody of the agency, personally deliver the results 

to him or her and place an affidavit of service in the agency’s file. 

 If before receiving the results pursuant to this subsection, the person arrested requests 

the agency to inform him or her of the results and the agency has received those results, 

the agency shall deliver the results to the person arrested, whether positive or negative, 

and place an affidavit of service in the agency’s file. 
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     3.  The court shall, when the person arrested is arraigned, order the person to reappear 

before the court 45 days after the arraignment to determine whether the person has 

received the results of the test. The court shall inform the person that the failure to appear 

at the appointed time will result in the issuance of a bench warrant, unless the order is 

rescinded pursuant to this subsection. If the court is informed by the agency that the 

results of the person’s test were negative, the court clerk shall rescind  

the order for reappearance and so notify the person. If, upon receiving notice from the 

agency that the results of the test were positive, the person notifies the court clerk in 

writing that he or she has received the results, the clerk shall inform the court and rescind 

the order for reappearance for that determination. 

     4.  The court shall, upon the person’s reappearance ordered pursuant to subsection 3, 

ask the person whether he or she has received the results of the test. If the person answers 

that he or she has received them, the court shall note the person’s answer in the court 

records. If the person answers that he or she has not received them, the court shall have 

the results delivered to the person and direct that an affidavit of service be placed in the 

agency’s file. 

     5.  If the person does not reappear as ordered and has not notified the court clerk of his 

or her receipt of the results of the test in the manner set forth in subsection 3, the court 

shall cause a bench warrant to be issued and that person arrested and brought before the 

court as upon contempt. The court shall also proceed in the manner set forth in subsection 

4 to ensure that the person receives the results of the test. 

     (Added to NRS by 1987, 2027; A 1989, 924) 

     NRS 201.358  Engaging in prostitution or solicitation for prostitution after testing 

positive for exposure to human immunodeficiency virus: Penalty; definition. 

     1.  A person who: 

     (a) Violates NRS 201.354; or 

     (b) Works as a prostitute in a licensed house of prostitution, 

 after testing positive in a test approved by the State Board of Health for exposure to the 

human immunodeficiency virus and receiving notice of that fact is guilty of a category B 

felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term of 

not less than 2 years and a maximum term of not more than 10 years, or by a fine of not 

more than $10,000, or by both fine and imprisonment. 

     2.  As used in this section, “notice” means: 

     (a) Actual notice; or 

     (b) Notice received pursuant to NRS 201.356. 
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     (Added to NRS by 1987, 2027; A 1989, 589, 925; 1995, 1203) 

     NRS 201.360  Placing person in house of prostitution; penalties. 

     1.  A person who: 

     (a) Places another in the charge or custody of a third person with the intent that the 

other person engage in prostitution or who compels the other person to reside with him or 

her or with any third person for purposes of prostitution, or who compels another person 

to reside in a house of prostitution; 

     (b) Asks or receives any compensation, gratuity or reward, or promise thereof, for or 

on account of placing in a house of prostitution or elsewhere a person for the purpose of 

causing that person to cohabit with someone who is not the person’s spouse; 

     (c) Gives, offers or promises any compensation, gratuity or reward, to procure a 

person to engage in any act of prostitution in any house of prostitution, or elsewhere, 

against the person’s will; 

     (d) Is the spouse, parent, guardian or other legal custodian of a person under the age of 

18 and permits, connives at or consents to the minor’s being or remaining in any house of 

prostitution; 

     (e) Lives with or accepts any earnings of a common prostitute, or entices or solicits a 

person to go to a house of prostitution to engage in sexual conduct with a common 

prostitute; 

     (f) Decoys, entices, procures or in any manner induces a person to become a prostitute 

or to become an inmate of a house of prostitution, for purposes of prostitution, or for 

purposes of employment, or for any purpose whatever, when that person does not know 

that the house is one of prostitution; or 

     (g) Decoys, entices, procures or in any manner induces a person, under the age of 21 

years, to go into or visit, upon any pretext or for any purpose whatever, any house of ill 

fame or prostitution, or any room or place inhabited or frequented by any prostitute, or 

used for purposes of prostitution, 

 is guilty of a felony. 

     2.  A person who violates the provisions of subsection 1 shall be punished: 

     (a) Where physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the 

other person, for a category C felony as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     (b) Where no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used, for a 

category D felony as provided in NRS 193.130. 
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     [1911 C&P § 180; RL § 6445; NCL § 10127]—(NRS A 1967, 479; 1979, 303, 1432; 

1995, 1203) 

     NRS 201.380  Restriction on location of houses of ill fame; penalty. 

     1.  It shall be unlawful for any owner, or agent of any owner, or any other person to 

keep any house of ill fame, or to let or rent to any person whatever, for any length of time 

whatever, to be kept or used as a house of ill fame, or resort for the purposes of 

prostitution, any house, room or structure situated within 400 yards of any schoolhouse or 

schoolroom used by any public or common school in the State of Nevada, or within 400 

yards of any church, edifice, building or structure erected for and used for devotional 

services or religious worship in this state. 

     2.  Any person violating the provisions of subsection 1 shall be punished by a fine of 

not more than $500. 

     [419:63:1947; 1943 NCL § 6084.429] + [420:63:1947; 1943 NCL § 6084.430] + 

[1911 C&P § 245; RL § 6510; NCL § 10193] + [1911 C&P § 247; RL § 6512; NCL § 

10195]—(NRS A 1967, 480) 

     NRS 201.390  Property on principal business streets not to be rented for purposes of 

prostitution; penalty. 

     1.  It is unlawful for any owner or agent of any owner or any other person to keep, let 

or rent for any length of time, or at all, any house fronting on the principal business street 

or thoroughfare of any of the towns of this state, for the purpose of prostitution or to make 

or use any entrance or exit way to any house of prostitution from the principal business 

street or thoroughfare of any of the towns of this state. 

     2.  Any person violating the provisions of subsection 1 shall be punished by a fine of 

not more than $500. 

     [1911 C&P § 246; RL § 6511; NCL § 10194] + [1911 C&P § 247; RL § 6512; NCL § 

10195]—(NRS A 1967, 481; 1979, 304) 

     NRS 201.400  General reputation competent evidence.  In the trial of all cases arising 

under the provisions of NRS 201.380 and 201.390, evidence of general reputation is 

competent evidence as to the question of the ill fame of any house alleged to be so kept, 

and to the question of the ill fame of any person. 

     [1911 C&P § 248; RL § 6513; NCL § 10196]—(NRS A 1979, 304) 

     NRS 201.410  Duties of sheriff and district attorney; failure to act; penalty.  The 

district attorney and sheriff of each county in this state shall see that the provisions of 

NRS 201.380 are strictly enforced and carried into effect, and upon neglect so to do, they, 

or either of them, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in office and may be 

proceeded against by accusation as provided in chapter 283 of NRS. 
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     [421:63:1947; 1943 NCL § 6084.431] 

     NRS 201.420  Keeping disorderly house; penalty.  Any person who shall keep any 

disorderly house, or any house of public resort, by which the peace, comfort or decency 

of the immediate neighborhood, or of any family thereof, is habitually disturbed, or who 

shall keep any inn in a disorderly manner, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

     [1911 C&P § 219; RL § 6484; NCL § 10166]—(NRS A 1967, 481) 

     NRS 201.430  Unlawful advertising of prostitution; penalties. 

     1.  It is unlawful for any person engaged in conduct which is unlawful pursuant to 

paragraph (b) of subsection 1 of NRS 207.030, or any owner, operator, agent or employee 

of a house of prostitution, or anyone acting on behalf of any such person, to advertise the 

unlawful conduct or any house of prostitution: 

     (a) In any public theater, on the public streets of any city or town, or on any public 

highway; or 

     (b) In any county, city or town where prostitution is prohibited by local ordinance or 

where the licensing of a house of prostitution is prohibited by state statute. 

     2.  It is unlawful for any person knowingly to prepare or print an advertisement 

concerning a house of prostitution not licensed for that purpose pursuant to NRS 244.345, 

or conduct which is unlawful pursuant to paragraph (b) of subsection 1 of NRS 207.030, 

in any county, city or town where prostitution is prohibited by local ordinance or where 

the licensing of a house of prostitution is prohibited by state statute. 

     3.  Inclusion in any display, handbill or publication of the address, location or 

telephone number of a house of prostitution or of identification of a means of 

transportation to such a house, or of directions telling how to obtain any such information, 

constitutes prima facie evidence of advertising for the purposes of this section. 

     4.  Any person, company, association or corporation violating the provisions of this 

section shall be punished: 

     (a) For the first violation within a 3-year period, by imprisonment in the county jail for 

not more than 6 months, or by a fine of not more than $1,000, or by both fine and 

imprisonment. 

     (b) For a second violation within a 3-year period, by imprisonment in the county jail 

for not less than 30 days nor more than 6 months, and by a fine of not less than $250 nor 

more than $1,000. 

     (c) For a third or subsequent violation within a 3-year period, by imprisonment in the 

county jail for 6 months and by a fine of not less than $250 nor more than $1,000. 
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     [1:109:1913; 1919 RL p. 3379; NCL § 10535]—(NRS A 1967, 481; 1979, 305, 604; 

1995, 2299) 

     NRS 201.440  Unlawful to permit illegal advertising of houses of prostitution; 

penalties. 

     1.  In any county, city or town where prostitution is prohibited by local ordinance or 

where the licensing of a house of prostitution is prohibited by state statute, it is unlawful 

for any person, company, association or corporation knowingly to allow any person 

engaged in conduct which is unlawful pursuant to paragraph (b) of subsection 1 of NRS 

207.030, or any owner, operator, agent or employee of a house of prostitution, or anyone 

acting on behalf of any such person, to advertise a house of prostitution in his or her place 

of business. 

     2.  Any person, company, association or corporation that violates the provisions of this 

section shall be punished: 

     (a) For the first violation within a 3-year period, by imprisonment in the county jail for 

not more than 6 months, or by a fine of not more than $1,000, or by both fine and 

imprisonment. 

     (b) For a second violation within a 3-year period, by imprisonment in the county jail 

for not less than 30 days nor more than 6 months, and by a fine of not less than $250 nor 

more than $1,000. 

     (c) For a third or subsequent violation within a 3-year period, by imprisonment in the 

county jail for 6 months and by a fine of not less than $250 nor more than $1,000. 

     [2:109:1913; 1919 RL p. 3379; NCL § 10536]—(NRS A 1967, 481; 1979, 305, 605; 

1995, 2300) 

SEXUAL PENETRATION OF DEAD HUMAN BODY 

     NRS 201.450  Unlawful act; penalty. 

     1.  A person who commits a sexual penetration on the dead body of a human being is 

guilty of a category A felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison 

for life with the possibility of parole, with eligibility for parole beginning when a 

minimum of 5 years has been served, and shall be further punished by a fine of not more 

than $20,000. 

     2.  For the purposes of this section, “sexual penetration” means cunnilingus, fellatio or 

any intrusion, however slight, of any part of a person’s body or any object manipulated or 

inserted by a person into the genital or anal openings of the body of another, including, 

without limitation, sexual intercourse in what would be its ordinary meaning if practiced 

upon the living. 
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     (Added to NRS by 1983, 344; A 1991, 1010; 1995, 1204; 1997, 2503, 3190; 2005, 

2878) 

SALE OF HUMAN ORGAN FOR TRANSPLANTATION 

     NRS 201.460  Sale, acquisition, receipt or transfer for consideration of human organ 

for transplantation prohibited; penalty. 

     1.  A person shall not knowingly sell, acquire, receive or otherwise transfer for 

valuable consideration any human organ for use in human transplantation. 

     2.  As used in this section: 

     (a) “Human organ” includes the human kidney, liver, heart, lung, bone marrow and 

any other part of the human body except blood. 

     (b) “Valuable consideration” does not include the reasonable payments associated with 

the removal, transportation, implantation, processing, preservation, quality control or 

storage of a human organ or the expenses of travel, housing and lost wages incurred by 

the donor in connection with the donation of a human organ. 

     3.  Any person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

     (Added to NRS by 1987, 1498) 

SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH PUPILS AND STUDENTS 

     NRS 201.470  Definitions.  As used in NRS 201.470 to 201.550, inclusive, unless the 

context otherwise requires, the words and terms defined in NRS 201.480 to 201.530, 

inclusive, have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2522) 

     NRS 201.480  “College” defined.  “College” means a college or community college 

which is privately owned or which is part of the Nevada System of Higher Education. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2522) 

     NRS 201.490  “Private school” defined.  “Private school” has the meaning ascribed to 

it in NRS 394.103. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2522) 

     NRS 201.500  “Public school” defined.  “Public school” has the meaning ascribed to it 

in NRS 385.007. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2522) 
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     NRS 201.510  “Sado-masochistic abuse” defined.  “Sado-masochistic abuse” has the 

meaning ascribed to it in NRS 201.262. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2522) 

     NRS 201.520  “Sexual conduct” defined.  “Sexual conduct” means: 

     1.  Ordinary sexual intercourse; 

     2.  Anal intercourse; 

     3.  Fellatio, cunnilingus or other oral-genital contact; 

     4.  Physical contact by a person with the unclothed genitals or pubic area of another 

person for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of either person; 

     5.  Penetration, however slight, by a person of an object into the genital or anal 

opening of the body of another person for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual 

desire of either person; 

     6.  Masturbation or the lewd exhibition of unclothed genitals; or 

     7.  Sado-masochistic abuse. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2522) 

     NRS 201.530  “University” defined.  “University” means a university which is 

privately owned or which is part of the Nevada System of Higher Education. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2522) 

     NRS 201.540  Sexual conduct between certain employees of school or volunteers at 

school and pupil: Penalty; exception. 

     1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 4, a person who: 

     (a) Is 21 years of age or older; 

     (b) Is employed in a position of authority by a public school or private school or 

volunteering in a position of authority at a public or private school; and 

     (c) Engages in sexual conduct with a pupil who is 16 or 17 years of age and who is 

enrolled in or attending the public school or private school at which the person is 

employed or volunteering, 

 is guilty of a category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     2.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 4, a person who: 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec262
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/69th/Stats199717.html#Stats199717page2522
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/69th/Stats199717.html#Stats199717page2522
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/69th/Stats199717.html#Stats199717page2522
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-193.html#NRS193Sec130
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     (a) Is 21 years of age or older; 

     (b) Is employed in a position of authority by a public school or private school or 

volunteering in a position of authority at a public or private school; and 

 (c) Engages in sexual conduct with a pupil who is 14 or 15 years of age and who is 

enrolled in or attending the public school or private school at which the person is 

employed or volunteering, 

 is guilty of a category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 

prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 

6 years, and may be further punished by a fine of not more than $5,000. 

     3.  For the purposes of subsections 1 and 2, a person shall be deemed to be employed 

in a position of authority by a public school or private school or deemed to be 

volunteering in a position of authority at a public or private school if the person is 

employed or volunteering as: 

     (a) A teacher or instructor; 

     (b) An administrator; 

     (c) A head or assistant coach; or 

     (d) A teacher’s aide or an auxiliary, nonprofessional employee who assists licensed 

personnel in the instruction or supervision of pupils pursuant to NRS 391.100. 

     4.  The provisions of this section do not apply to a person who is married to the pupil. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2522; A 2001, 703) 

     NRS 201.550  Sexual conduct between certain employees of college or university and 

student: Penalty; exception. 

     1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person who: 

     (a) Is 21 years of age or older; 

     (b) Is employed in a position of authority by a college or university; and 

     (c) Engages in sexual conduct with a student who is 16 or 17 years of age and who is 

enrolled in or attending the college or university at which the person is employed, 

 is guilty of a category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     2.  For the purposes of subsection 1, a person shall be deemed to be employed in a 

position of authority by a college or university if the person is employed as: 

     (a) A teacher, instructor or professor; 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-391.html#NRS391Sec100
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/69th/Stats199717.html#Stats199717page2522
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/71st/Stats200105.html#Stats200105page703
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-193.html#NRS193Sec130
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     (b) An administrator; or  

     (c) A head or assistant coach. 

     3.  The provisions of this section do not apply to a person who is married to the 

student. 

     (Added to NRS by 1997, 2523) 

LURING CHILDREN OR PERSONS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS 

     NRS 201.560  Definitions; exceptions; penalties. 

     1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person commits the crime of luring 

a child if the person knowingly contacts or communicates with or attempts to contact or 

communicate with: 

     (a) A child who is less than 16 years of age and who is at least 5 years younger than 

the person with the intent to persuade, lure or transport the child away from the child’s 

home or from any location known to the child’s parent or guardian or other person legally 

responsible for the child to a place other than where the child is located, for any purpose: 

           (1) Without the express consent of the parent or guardian or other person legally 

responsible for the child; and 

           (2) With the intent to avoid the consent of the parent or guardian or other person 

legally responsible for the child; or 

     (b) Another person whom he or she believes to be a child who is less than 16 years of 

age and at least 5 years younger than he or she is, regardless of the actual age of that other 

person, with the intent to persuade or lure the person to engage in sexual conduct. 

     2.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person commits the crime of luring 

a person with mental illness if the person knowingly contacts or communicates with a 

person with mental illness with the intent to persuade, lure or transport the person with 

mental illness away from his or her home or from any location known to any person 

legally responsible for the person with mental illness to a place other than where the 

person with mental illness is located: 

     (a) For any purpose that a reasonable person under the circumstances would know 

would endanger the health, safety or welfare of the person with mental illness; 

     (b) Without the express consent of the person legally responsible for the person with 

mental illness; and 

     (c) With the intent to avoid the consent of the person legally responsible for the person 

with mental illness. 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/69th/Stats199717.html#Stats199717page2523
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     3.  The provisions of this section do not apply if the contact or communication is made 

or attempted with the intent to prevent imminent bodily, emotional or psychological harm 

to the child, person believed to be a child or person with mental illness. 

     4.  A person who violates or attempts to violate the provisions of this section through 

the use of a computer, system or network: 

     (a) With the intent to engage in sexual conduct with the child, person believed to be a 

child or person with mental illness or to cause the child, person believed to be a child or 

person with mental illness to engage in sexual conduct, is guilty of a category B felony 

and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term of not less 

than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 10 years and may be further punished 

by a fine of not more than $10,000; 

     (b) By providing the child, person believed to be a child or person with mental illness 

with material that is harmful to minors or requesting the child, person believed to be a 

child or person with mental illness to provide the person with material that is harmful to 

minors, is guilty of a category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 

193.130; or 

     (c) If paragraph (a) or (b) does not apply, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

     5.  A person who violates or attempts to violate the provisions of this section in a 

manner other than through the use of a computer, system or network: 

     (a) With the intent to engage in sexual conduct with the child, person believed to be a 

child or person with mental illness or to cause the child, person believed to be a child or 

person with mental illness to engage in sexual conduct, is guilty of a category B felony 

and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term of not less 

than 2 years and a maximum term of not more than 15 years and may be further punished 

by a fine of not more than $10,000; 

     (b) By providing the child, person believed to be a child or person with mental illness 

with material that is harmful to minors or requesting the child, person believed to be a 

child or person with mental illness to provide the person with material that is harmful to 

minors, is guilty of a category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 

prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 

6 years and may be further punished by a fine of not more than $10,000; or 

     (c) If paragraph (a) or (b) does not apply, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

     6.  As used in this section: 

     (a) “Computer” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 205.4735. 

     (b) “Harmful to minors” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 201.257. 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-193.html#NRS193Sec130
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-193.html#NRS193Sec130
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-205.html#NRS205Sec4735
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-201.html#NRS201Sec257
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     (c) “Material” means anything that is capable of being used or adapted to arouse 

interest, whether through the medium of reading, observation, sound or in any other 

manner. 

     (d) “Network” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 205.4745. 

     (e) “Person with mental illness” means a person who has any mental dysfunction 

leading to impaired ability to maintain himself or herself and to function effectively in his 

or her life situation without external support. 

     (f) “Sexual conduct” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 201.520. 

     (g) “System” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 205.476. 

     (Added to NRS by 2001, 2786; A 2003, 431, 1376; 2007, 183) 

CRIMINAL GANG RECRUITMENT 

     NRS 201.570  Definition; penalty. 

     1.  An adult commits the crime of criminal gang recruitment if the adult uses or 

threatens to use physical violence against a child or against another person, or causes or 

threatens to cause damage to the property of the child or the property of another person, 

with the specific intent to coerce, induce or solicit the child: 

     (a) To become a member of a criminal gang; 

     (b) To remain a member of a criminal gang and not withdraw or disassociate from the 

criminal gang; or 

     (c) To rejoin a criminal gang of which the child is no longer a member or from which 

the child has withdrawn or disassociated. 

     2.  An adult who commits the crime of criminal gang recruitment is guilty of a 

category E felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

     3.  As used in this section: 

     (a) “Adult” means a person who is 18 years of age or older. 

     (b) “Child” means a person who is less than 18 years of age. 

     (c) “Criminal gang” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 193.168. 

     (Added to NRS by 2009, 417) 
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"THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS" 
FROM THE United Nations 

PREAMBLE 

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of 
all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in 
the world,  

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts 
which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which 
human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and 
want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people, Whereas 
it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to 
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by 
the rule of law, Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly 
relations between nations, Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the 
Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth 
of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined 
to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, Whereas 
Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the United 
Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, Whereas a common understanding of these rights and 
freedoms is of the greatest importance for the full realization of this pledge, 

Now, Therefore THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY proclaims THIS UNIVERSAL 
DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS as a common standard of achievement for all 
peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, 
keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to 
promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national 
and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance, 
both among the peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of 
territories under their jurisdiction. 

 Article 1. 

 All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are 
endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in 
a spirit of brotherhood. 

Article 2. 

 Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or 
other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the 
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political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to 
which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing 
or under any other limitation of sovereignty. 

Article 3. 

 Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 

Article 4. 

 No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall 
be prohibited in all their forms. 

Article 5. 

 No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment. 

Article 6. 

 Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 7. 

 All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to 
equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any 
discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to 
such discrimination. 

Article 8. 

 Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national 
tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the 
constitution or by law. 

Article 9. 

 No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10. 

 Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an 
independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and 
obligations and of any criminal charge against him. 
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Article 11. 

 (1) Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed 
innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has 
had all the guarantees necessary for his defense. 

 (2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or 
omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or 
international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier 
penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal 
offence was committed. 

Article 12. 

 No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, 
home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. 
Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference 
or attacks. 

Article 13. 

 (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 
borders of each state. 

 (2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to 
return to his country. 

Article 14. 

 (1) Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum 
from persecution. 

 (2) This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely 
arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations. 

Article 15. 

 (1) Everyone has the right to a nationality. 

 (2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right 
to change his nationality. 

Article 16. 

 (1) Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality 
or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to 
equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. 
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 (2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the 
intending spouses. 

 (3) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is 
entitled to protection by society and the State. 

Article 17. 

 (1) Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association 
with others. 

 (2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

Article 18. 

 Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this 
right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either 
alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his 
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.  
        

Article 19. 

 Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive 
and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of 
frontiers. 

Article 20. 

 (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. 

 (2) No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 

Article 21. 

 (1) Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, 
directly or through freely chosen representatives. 

 (2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country. 

 (3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; 
this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be 
by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by 
equivalent free voting procedures. 
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Article 22. 

 Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is 
entitled to realization, through national effort and international co-operation 
and in accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the 
economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free 
development of his personality. 

Article 23. 

 (1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and 
favorable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment. 

 (2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for 
equal work. 

 (3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favorable remuneration 
ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, 
and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection. 

 (4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection 
of his interests. 

Article 24. 

 Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of 
working hours and periodic holidays with pay. 

Article 25. 

 (1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and 
well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and 
medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the 
event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack 
of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control. 

 (2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All 
children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social 
protection. 

Article 26. 

 (1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the 
elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be 
compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally 
available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis 
of merit. 



133 

 

 (2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human 
personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 
friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the 
activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 

 (3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be 
given to their children. 

Article 27. 

 (1) Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the 
community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its 
benefits. 

 (2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material 
interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which 
he is the author. 

Article 28. 

 Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights 
and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized. 

Article 29. 

 (1) Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full 
development of his personality is possible. 

 (2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only 
to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of 
securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others 
and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the 
general welfare in a democratic society. 

 (3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the 
purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Article 30. 

 Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, 
group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act 
aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein. 
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